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Cherry Hill, June 15,2025
My beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,
members of St. Thomas!

God has blessed us abundantly by granting to the Orthodox Church the spiritual leadership of our Ec-
umenical Patriarch, His All-Holiness Bartholomew, since October 22, 1991. As he celebrates thirty-five
years of fruitful and blessed Patriarchal ministry, we give thanks to God for this luminous and wise shep-
herd of the Church. He is a true spiritual father whose leadership has already left an indelible mark upon
contemporary Church history. We pray that God may grant him many more years of health, strength, and
blessing. Every word he speaks reflects wisdom, and his teachings will remain a precious inheritance for
generations to come.

On the eve of his Name Day, June 10, 2024, during the blessing of the newly renovated Maraslis Patriarchal
Urban School in Constantinople, His All-Holiness reflected on the historic role of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate in preserving the identity of our people. He reminded us that the Patriarchate literally safeguarded
our spiritual and cultural identity through the establishment of schools and academies, through the selection
of wise teachers, and through the educational and transformative life of the Church itself. Divine worship,
faith in the God of love, love for our neighbor, spirituality, and social witness all contributed to forming
generations of faithful Christians.

School and Church worked together to instill in students the conviction that belonging to the radiant tra-
dition of Orthodoxy is both a privilege and a responsibility. Education was never merely the transmission
of information; it was the formation and transformation of the whole person—a true healing of the soul.

'The Patriarch also observed that throughout Asia Minor, Eastern Thrace, and Pontus, Greek schools were
often among the most impressive and symbolic buildings in a community. They represented a vision of
education rooted in human dignity, culture, and spiritual purpose. Even today, older school buildings often
communicate something transcendent and inspiring, while many modern educational facilities focus exclu-
sively on practical utility.

His All-Holiness further noted that contemporary education frequently neglects the spiritual dimension of
the human person while encouraging excessive individualism and self-centered fulfillment. A system that
seeks only to satisfy personal desires cannot ultimately lead to true happiness. Rather, authentic education
must help human beings transcend self-interest and discover their relationship with God and with one
another.

'The future belongs to an education that offers an escape from the narrow confines of self-absorption and in-
difference toward others. At the heart of Christian education lies relational freedom, community, openness
to our neighbor, and solidarity. Christian ethics remind us that education is not simply about acquiring skills
but about cultivating values and forming virtuous human beings.



'These reflections have particular significance for Orthodox Christians throughout the world, especially foi
those of us living in the diaspora. The Ecumenical Patriarchate preserved our spiritual and cultural identity
during some of the most difficult periods of our history by investing in schools, academies, and the life of
the Church. Together, Church and School transmitted the conviction that it is both a great privilege and a
sacred responsibility to belong to the living tradition of Orthodoxy.

Today we find ourselves at a critical crossroads. The challenge before us is whether we will preserve our
spiritual and cultural identity for future generations. The dangers of assimilation and forgetfulness are real
and should concern all of us. The path forward is the same path that the Ecumenical Patriarchate has always
shown us: strengthening our schools, supporting our educational institutions, and nurturing the life of the

Church.

Here in the blessed land of America, we have been given remarkable opportunities. Our communities have
established Hellenic schools, and our Archdiocese has founded Hellenic College Holy Cross to educate and
prepare future clergy and leaders. Yet we must never take these blessings for granted. The fact that previous
generations sacrificed greatly to build and sustain these institutions does not relieve us of our responsibility.
They require our ongoing support, vigilance, and love. They must remain vibrant not only as educational
institutions but also as living witnesses to the truth of our Orthodox faith.

School and Church, united inseparably, share the sacred mission of passing on the radiant tradition of Or-
thodoxy to our children. As Saint Kosmas the Aetolian taught, our goal is that children may possess both
“a soul and Christ.” If we neglect education, we risk losing our faith; if we neglect faith, education loses its
deepest purpose.

Education is a permanent treasure that can never be taken away. A person may lose material possessions,
wealth, or status, but true education remains forever. As Greeks and Orthodox Christians, we have inherited
aunique spiritual treasure: the harmonious synthesis of classical Greek learning and the wisdom of the Holy
Fathers. This sacred inheritance has shaped our identity for centuries.

Let us therefore strive to instill in our children a love for learning, intellectual growth, spiritual cultivation,
and authentic education. If we succeed, we can be confident that the next generation will become even better
than our own. Such an education, as described by our Ecumenical Patriarch, is profoundly humanistic. It
overcomes selfishness and self-interest and opens the heart to love and service of others because it is rooted
in the Christian ethos.

This is the education for which we must work together with all our strength. We must support our parish
Hellenic schools, establish new educational opportunities whenever possible, and seek the very best teach-
ers. We must also continue to support Hellenic College Holy Cross, through which future priests will be
prepared to serve the People of God with knowledge, faith, and dedication.

In this regard, I would like to express my sincere appreciation for the St. Thomas Hellenic School, where
truly remarkable work is being accomplished. I warmly thank and congratulate our parents, commend our
principal and teachers, express gratitude to our PTO, and acknowledge all our parishioners whose generos-
ity and support make the continued growth and success of our school possible.

As we conclude these reflections, Presvytera Anastasia and I extend to all our beloved parishioners our
heartfelt wishes for a blessed, peaceful, and spiritually fruitful summer.

With paternal love in Christ,
Protopresbyter Georgios Oikonomou
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Ayamnuévol pov evopiteg kat evopitiooeg Tov Ayiov Owud,

O xalog @eog pag evhoynoe, wote amod Tig 22 OxtwPpiov 1991 péxpt ofuepa va mpoiotatal Tng
OpB680&ng ExkAnaoiag o Owovpevikodg pag Iatpidpxng kdplog kuptog BapBolopaiog, cupminpivovrtag
Kat eoptalovtag 35 xpovia aylaokapmng [Hatpuapyiag. O Iatpiapxng pag eivat €vag avBpwmog pwTetvog,
00906, aAnBvog matépag. Mia eKkANOLAOTIKY TTPOCWTILKOTNTA, TTOL 110N a@nvet avelitnAn tn o@payida g
TIVELHATIKIG TOV NYEOIAG 0TI GUYXPOVI| EKKANCLACTIKI LOTOpiat Kot Tpooevxopacte o @edg va tov xapilet
¢t moA& kat evhoynuéva. Kabe Aé&n tov otdlet cogia kat ta Adyta tov Ba amotehoy évTa pa oAb Tn
TapakatadnKn yla TiG eMOHEVES YEVIEG.

Oa daveloTa kdmotla Stkd Tov AOYLA, IOV EKPWVNOE TAPANOVT TNG OVOUAOTIKNG TOV ylopThG, 0TI 10 Iovviov
2024, tedwvtag Aytaopo otnv Iatplapxikr Aotikr XxoAn; Mapaohn, votepa and TV avakaivion Tne.
Milwvtag ya tnv pootacia Tng maideiag Tov yévovg and tn Meydhn EkkAnoia tovioe: «To Owkovpevikd
[Tatplapxeio £€0woe KVPLOAEKTIKA TNV TIVEVHATIKY KAl TOAITIOWUIK TALTOTNTA pag pe Ty i§puon oxoleiwy
Kat Akadnuay, pe TN emAoyn co@wv StdaokdAwy, alAd Kal (e TO HOPPWTIKO Kal UETAUOPPWTIKO £pYO
nov emtehel n it i {wny TG ExkAnoiag, n Oeia Aatpeia, n miotn otov Oed TG aydmnng Kat n aydmnn npog
Tov mAnoiov oty adldomaoctn evOTNTA TOVG, 1] TVEVUATIKOTNTA KAt 1 KOWVWVIKT HapTupia. XxoAeio kot
ExxAnoia opupnAatovoav otovg pabntég v memoibnon, 6Tt anotelei H€ya TPOVOULO VL AVIKOVY GTNVY
oAo@wTn Tapadoon g OpBodotiag, 0TL amotelovv Qopeig avtrg, Tov ogeilovv va aywvicBovv yia
Stowon kat TNy kKaAliépyeta twv molvtipwy aflwv 6. Edw 1 ekmaidevon dev frav andwg petddoon
YVWoewV, Al LOPPWOT KAl HETAUOPQWOT), «Bepameia Yyuxne», avBpwmomnotia.

Eivat xapaxtnptotiko o1t ot Mikpd Aocia, Tnv Avatolikny @pdkn kat tov IT6vto, Ta oxoleia pag eivat
TAVTOV KTipta peyalompent Kat UPANUATIKG, a@ol eKTPoowTovV To 10ewdeg TG atdeiag, Tov TavTifeTon
e Tov «avBpwmiopo» kat tov vYnAod Tpooploud Tov avBpwmnov. To PAEmovpe avTo ofjpepa Kal 0g TOANG pépT
™6 EANGdog. Ta véa oxolikd kTipla eivat amhwg XpnoTikd, evw Ta Talatd oXoAeio £X0VV KATL TVEVHATIKO,
KAt IOV eKPpaletl Tipad@n 18ewdn, ov viepPaivet TO AMAWG Xpr|OLo.

AvoTtuxwg, n ovyxpovn matdeia Tapapeel TNV TVELHATIKE GVOT) TOL avOpOTOV, VW SLOYKWVEL TO YW TOV
Kat TG 10wTikéG embupieg Tov. Me TNy €vvola avtr, T0 AeyOUEVO «OXOAEIO TWV EVTVXIOUEVOY TTadLWV»
HaAhov dev mpoetolpdlel TN véa yevid yla Ty evtuxia, aAAd ya pia adié€odn Sovieia otig €& opiopod
AKOPETTEG AVAYKEG TOL avOpwmov. O TPooavaTtoAoHOG OTOV EAVTO [AG KAL OTNV LKAVOTIOINOT TWV ATOUIKOV
AVAYKWOV onpaivel ovppikvwaor tng vrapéng pag.

To puéMov avriket oe pia moudeia, n onoia mpoo@épet otov dvBpwmo Sie€odo amd Tovg AaPupivBovg g
KAELOTNG avTompaypdtwong kat g adtagopiag yia tov cuvdvBpwro. To xplotiavikd 10og Ppioketal
oTov Tuprva avthg TG Wéag TG madevoews, agov eumeptikAeiet TNV 1W€a NG oxeotakng eAevbepiag, Tnv
KOLVWVIKOTNTA, TNV AVOIKTOOUVN TTPOg ToV ouvavBpwmo kat Ty aAAnAeyyon. Aev eivat Toxaio 6Tt «aywyn»
Kat «agio» €xovv eTvpoloyka TNV idta pida”

MetagépovTtag TNV ovoia Twv mapandvew Aoywv otig avaykesg g EAAnvikng OpBodo&ng ExkAnoiag ava
TNV OLKOVUEVT Kal I8LAITEPA TNV OHOYEVELA UTTOPODE Va SIOAXTOVE OPLOUEVEG TTOAD OTHAVTIKEG A OeLeg.
To Owovpevikd pag Iatplapyeio éowoe kat Staowlel TNV TVEVHATIKN Kal TOATIOWKY HAG TOVTOTNTA
o€ Kalpovg XAAemovG Kal HapTLPLKOLG SivovTag TPoTepALOTNTA OTNV dpLvon oxoleiwv kal Akadnuwy,
emAéyovtag 00@oig Sidaokalovg kat PéPata pe TNV idta TNV ekkAnotaotikn {wr}, TOL €XeL HOPPWTIKO KAt
HETApPOPPWTIKO xapakTrpa. XXoAeio kat ExkAnoio og adidomaotn evotnta petalapnadevovy 6Toug pabntég



Vv Menoifnon OtL eivat péya TPOVOLLO Kat TIT va avikovyv 6Tny oAoewtn mapddoomn g Opbodoiac.

Znpepa, o€ éva Kpioo oTtavpodpopt, 6oV 1 avapétpnon Tov mapeABovTog e To Tapov Kat To LEANOV
elval évtovn, kahovpaote va otabodue pe wotopikn evOvvN. To SakvPevpa eivar n Statrpnon 1§ OXt TG
TIVEVHATIKNG KAt TOAMTIOWKNG pag tavtotntag. O opatog kivéuvog tng allotpiwong kat tng Anodng dev
TIPETEL VAL [aG a@rioeL adla@opoug Kat xpetdletal va €xovpe TNy kakr avnovyia. Aev eivat viepPoAn va
nobpe OTL 0 povadikog Tpomog va otabovpe Opbiot eivar va akolovOrjoovpe tov Spdpo, mov védeiée
10 Owovpeviko pog Iatplapyeio. ESw, otnv opopen kat evhoynuévn xwpa tng Apepikng, vdpyovv ot
Suvatotntes. Na i§pvovrat oxoleio kat Akadnpuies. Katndn éxovv i8pubei, kabwg kabe ENAnvikn OpBodo&n
Kowotnta @povrtioe va i8pioet pali kat oxoheio. AAG kat 1 Iepd Apxtemokonr Apepikng gpovrifovrtog
TO HEANOV TWV KOLVOTHTWYV Kal TNV OTEAEXWOT) TwV LepaTikdv Béoewv idpvoe Tnv Ocoloyikr ZxoAr Tov
Tipiov Zravpov. Opwe, adehgoi pov, Timota dev eivar avtovonto. Eneidny kamotor avBpwmot aywviotnkav
OKANPA, TIpLY amo OeKAETIEG, Yla va Ta IEPVOOVY Kat Va Ta TapadWoovV OTIG EMTOUEVEG YeVIEG OeV OTpaivel
0Tt umopodpe va adtagoproovpe. Xpetalovtal Tnv avvotaxtn @povtida kat ayamn pag. Xpetalovrat tn
otNpi&r pag. ‘QoTe va Tapapévouy avoryTd Oxt HOVo wg Tpog TN AetTovpyia Tovg aAld Kat wg paptupia kat
TPOOKANOT GTOV GVYXPOVO KOO TTov avalntd tnv AAnOeta pe kalr mpoaipeor.

Zxoleio kat ExkAnoia adidonaota evwpéva €xovv Tnv Lepr gvbovn va petalapmadevoovy ota matdid
v ohogwtn mapadoon g Opbodotiag. Na éxovv ta matdid, onwg éheye o ddokalog Tov yévovg Aylog
Koopdg o ArtwAdg, «yoxn kat Xptotd». Av adtagoproovpe yia tnv maudeia, kivdvvebovpe va xdoovue
Kat TNy miotn kat To avtiotpogo. H maudeia eivar ayadd awwvio kat ava@aipeto, akopa kat av Xaoet ta
navta €vag avBpwmnog 6oa anéktnoe otn {wn tov, TNV moudeia Sev pmopovv va Tov T oteprioovv. Kat
eleig eipaote evhoynuévol wg Aadg va éxovpe AdPet mapakatadnikn évav akndvo mvevpatikd Onoavpo.
O Onoavpog avtog eivat n apxatoeAAnvikr maudeia oe pio Bavpactn evoTnTa Kat adldonacTn oVVEXEL
He TNV aylomatepikn mapddoon kat ypappateia. A aywviotodpe vevBuva va evotaldovpe ota madid
HaG TNV aydmn ylo Ta ypAPHaTa, TN HOp@waoT), TNV TVELHATIKY KaAAépyeta, TNV aAndwvr madeia. Av To
eMTOXOVE ALTO, Hopove va gipaote BEPatot 6Tt Ta audid Ba yivovv kalvTepot avBpwmot amod epdg, péoa
amnd pia madeia Pabid avBpwmioTikn, OTwg TNV Meptéypaye o Owovpevikdg pag Iatpiapyng. Mia madeia
TIOL YKpPeWIleL TOV EYWIOUO Kat TNV ISIOTEAELA KAt AVOLYETAL ayamnnTké 6TOV cLvavBpwo, kabdg éxel aTov
TUPT VA TNG TO XPLOTLaVLKO 100G.

[ia avTtv v taudeia ogeilovpe va aywviotovpe Aot padi kat pe OAeg pag Tig Suvapels. Ztnpilovtag ta
eAANVIKA OXOAEL TWV KOLVOTHTWYV HAG, AVOiyovTag Katvovpyla, Staléyovtag Tovg kabTepovg dackdAovg.
Kat BéBata, emiong, otnpilovtag pe 0Aeg pag tig Suvapelg tnv Ogoloyikn XxoAr tov Tipiov Ztavpov, péoa
amd TNy omoia gVeATOTOVE OTL B amoottioovy epodlacuévol pe OAeG TIG amapaitnteg mpovmobéoelg
oL Lepel¢, mov TpokeLtal va Stakoviioovy Tov Aad tov Oeod. Hbeha Siaitepa va avagepBw oto EAAviko
Zxoleio Tov Ayiov Owpd, 6mov yivetat mpaypatika pia Bavpdota SovAetd. Evxaplotd kat ovyxaipw tovg
yoveig, emawvw tn AtevBovtpla kat Tig daokdheg pag, Tov ZOANoyo Tovéwv aAld kat OAovg Tovg evopiteg
HOG, IOV pe TNV aydmn Kat T yevvatodwpia tovg otnpilovy v anpookontn Aettovpyia kat 1pdodo Tov
oxoheiov. ONOKANPWVOLLE TIG OKEYELG Hag anevfhvovTag o OAOVG TOVG AYATNUEVOVG LAG EVOPITES ATIO T
BaOn g kapdiag pag Bepuég evyég yia éva moAD evhoynuévo kalokaipt.

Mze ev Xprotw ayann,
Ipwtonpeofitepog ewpyrog Oucovopov.



Parish Council President Message

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

As we start the summer season, I want to wish you on behalf of the Parish Council an enjoyable season
with you families and friends. Our parish is thankful for all that you have done this year in order to make
Saint Thomas one of the most successful parishes in the Metropolis of New Jersey. With the completed
construction and iconography, we have become a destination for Greek Orthodox from all over the country.
The summer started with a major event at St. Thomas! On June 21,2026 our parish welcomed seven (7) new
members to the Orthodox faith. On that Sunday, Father Georgios and Father Florin baptized four young
persons and chrismated three more. Our new brothers and sisters join the rest of us in glorifying God and
asking for our enlightenment through the intercessions of Saint Thomas the Apostle. The event is proof
that our parish has moved beyond building edifices and installing holy icons (all of which are important
parts of our faith). Now, using what we built to teach our faith, we are adding new souls in our midst.
When we start the new ecclesiastical year in September, we will begin focusing on providing even more
services for the people of God.

. We will celebrate the founders of this parish with a Founders Day or Sunday October 4. Remem-
bering those who came before us is an important part of acknowledging who we are.
. We will expand our Hellenic educational programs. In addition to our excellent afternoon Hellenic

school, we will start a2 “mom and me” class for toddlers, we will continue our Greek for adults class and the
Elliniki Folia advanced Greek language, and we will be introducing a class of Ancient Greek Language, to
help those who want to understand our liturgical Greek. I have decided to teach that class myself.

. The parish will also expand its religious and cultural events: Father will continue his wonderful call
on explaining our icons and we will start a St. Thomas cultural series with four lectures per year.

When we return in the fall, we will have to put together another great festival, AGORA 2026, to show
our neighbors our culture and raise funds for our Church. And, let’s not forget our raffle tickets, which will
support our building fund: We still have $650,000 mortgage to pay. As you remember, last year we borrowed

additional money in order to replace the roof of all our facilities, which was done.
‘Thank you all for the continuing support of our parish! I wish you a great summer!

Anastasios Efstratiades
Parish Council President



Ayamnnroi evopiteg,

KaBag Eekiva ) Bepivr mepiodog, Oa nBela, ek pépovg Ttov ExkAnotaotikod XZvpBovliov, va oag evxnda va
TEPACETE £V OLOPPO KANOKAIPL LLE TIG OLKOYEVELEG Kal TOVG Pidovg oag. H evopia pag oag evyaplotel yia
OAa 600 TPOoPEPATE KATA Tr SLAPKELX AVTHG TNG XPOVLAG, WOTE 0 Aylog Owudg va amoTelel pia amod Tig mo
emTLXNHEVEG evopieg TG Iepdg Mntpomodews Néag Iepoéng. Me Ty oAOKANpwWOT TWV KATAGKEVACTIKDOV
EPYWV Kal TNG Ayloypagnong, o vaodg pHag éxet TAEOV KataoTel Tpooplopds yia OpBodotoug xprotiavoug
amd oAOKANpN TN XWPA.

To kalokaipt Eekivnoe pe éva omovdaio yeyovog otov Aylo Owpd! Xtig 21 Tovviov 2026, n evopia pag
vnodéxOnke entd (7) véa péAn otnv OpBodoln miotn. Ekeivy v Kvpakn, o m. Tewpytog kat o . Phwpiv
Banticav Téooepig vEoug Kat €xproav dAAovg Tpetg. Ot véor avtoi aded@oi kat adedpég pag evavovtat padi
pag oto va do&alovpe Tov Oed kat va avalntovpe tov gwtiopd Tov e Tig peoPeieg Tov Ayiov ATooTOAOL
Ouwpd. To yeyovog avtd anotelei anddelln 0T n evopia pag éxet TAEOV IPOXWPNOEL TEPA ATO TNV AVEYEPOT
KTNpiwv kol TNV TomobéTnon tepwv ekovwv — Ola PePaiwg onpavtika otolxeia Tng miotews pag. Twpa,
aglomolwvtag 6oa xtioape yla va Stdagovpe Ty ot Hag, TPOTOETOVE VEEG WUXES AVAUETA HAG.

Me tnv €vap&n Tov véou ekkANOLAOTIKOD €TOVG ToV Zentéufplo, Oa emkevipwbodue otny mapoxn akoun
TEPLOCOTEPWV SLAKOVIWY TIPOG TOV Aatd Tov Be0D.

» Oa TipRoovUE TOVG W8PLVTEG aVTHG TNG evoplag pe pa Huépa 1 Kupraxn Idpvtav otig 4 OxtwpPpiov. H
LV EKEVWV TTOV TTIPOTYRONKay amoTeAel ONHAVTIKO HEPOG TNG AVAYVWPLOTG TNG TAVTOTNTAG HAG.

o Oa enekteivovpe Ta EAANVIKA ekTatdevTikd pag mpoypappata. Ilépa and 1o efalpeTikd amoyevpativo
EXnviko xoleio pag, Ba Eekivioovpe éva mpoypappa “papd kat moudi” yo viyma, Ba ovvexicovpe To
paOnua eEAANVIK@V yia evAIKEG Kal To TIpoypappa tpoxwpnuévng eAAnvikng yAwooag «<EAANvikr @wAid»,
evw Ba etoaydyovpe kat pabnua Apxaiag EAAnvikng Iwooag, yia va fondrioovpe doovg embopody va
KATAVONGoVV KAAUTEPA TN AELTOVPYIKT pag YAwooa. Anogdaotoa va Si84&w mpoowmikd avtod to pddnua.

« H evopia Oa enekteivel emiong Tig Opnokevtikég kat moltiotikég g ekdnlwoelg. O m. Tewpylog Oa
ovveyioel TV vépoxn TpwToPovAia TOv va epunvevel TIg Lepég etkdveg pag, evaw Ba Eexwvroovpe kat pia
TOMTIOTIKT Oelpd TOL Ayiov Owpd pe T€ooepig SlaléEelg Tov Xpovo.

Otav emotpéyovpe 10 POVOTIWPO, B XpelaoTel Vo 0pyavwoovpe akopn éva e&atpeTikd @eoTIBAN, TO
AGORA 2026, woTe Vo TAPOVOIACOVE TOV TOAITIONO LG OTOVG YEITOVEG HAG KAl VA CUYKEVTPWOOVE
nopovg yla v ExkAnoia pag. Ko BéPata, ag pnv Eexdoovpe ta Aaxeia pag, ta omoia Ba atnpifovv o
owodoukd pag tapeio. E§akolovBovpe va €xovpe vmobnkn dyovg 650.000 Sohapiwv mpog e§o@Anom.
Onwg Bupdote, mépuot daveloTnKae EMMALOV XPHLATA YA VO AVTIKATACTHOOVE TN OTEYN OAWV TWV
EYKATAOTACEWV [AG, EPYO TO 0TOl0 OAOKANpwONKe.

Zag gvxaptotd OAOVG yia TN ovveyr oThpLEn NG evopiag pag! Zag evyopat £va vépoxo kakokaipt!

Avaotactog Evotpatiadng
IIpoedpog ExkAnotaotucod Zvpfovliov
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Holy Week and Pascha 2026

oly Week and Pascha 2026 were a blessed and moving time in the life of Saint Thomas Greek Ortho-
dox Church. From Palm Sunday through the joyful proclamation of the Resurrection, our parish fam-
ily gathered in large numbers to walk with Christ through His Passion, Burial, and glorious Resurrection.

'The week began on Palm Sunday, as the faithful filled the
church to hear the Gospel of our Lord’s entrance into Je-
rusalem. Parishioners received palms prepared with care
and devotion, carrying the joy and solemnity of the feast
into their homes. From that day forward, the services of
Holy Week led us step by step into the heart of our faith.

On Holy Wednesday, the church was once again filled
for the Sacrament of Holy Unction. As the faithful were
anointed with the blessed oil for healing of soul and
body, the service reminded all of Christ’s mercy and the
need for prayerful preparation as the Passion of the Lord
drew near.

A special blessing came on Holy Thursday evening, when His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New
Jersey visited Saint Thomas and presided at the Service of the Twelve Gospels, the solemn service of the
Lord’s Passion. His Eminence had served earlier that day in Wilmington before continuing to Cherry Hill
as part of his Holy Week schedule. His presence brought added grace and solemnity to one of the most
sacred evenings of the year.

On Holy Friday morning, the Saint Irene Philoptochos Society lovingly decorated the Kouvouklion, pre-
paring a beautiful resting place for the Lord. The services of the day drew the parish more deeply into the
sorrow and awe of Christ’s Burial. The youth of Saint Thomas also participated in many aspects of Good
Friday, offering a beautiful witness to the life of faith be-
ing passed on to the next generation. Their presence was
a reminder of our Lord’s words: “Let the little children
come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs

the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 19:14)

That evening, the faithful gathered in overwhelming
numbers for the Lamentations before the Holy Sep-
ulcher. The beauty of the hymns, the solemnity of the
Epitaphion, and the devotion of the congregation made
this one of the most memorable evenings of the year.
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'The procession moved throughout the Saint Thomas complex in Cherry Hill, with the faithful following
the Epitaphion in prayer and reverence. The sight of so many parishioners gathered with candles in hand,
united in worship, was deeply moving. As the Church chanted, “The earth shuddered and the sun hid itself,
when Thou, O Christ our Savior, the unwavering Light, didst in the flesh sink down into the grave,”all were
drawn into the holy sorrow of the day.

On Holy Saturday night, the sorrow of the Tomb gave way to the radiant joy of the Resurrection. As
the church stood in darkness, the faithful prepared to receive the Holy Light and to hear once more the
life-giving proclamation of victory over death. When the Holy Light was shared from the altar and spread
throughout the congregation, the church was transformed from silence into joy. Together the faithful pro-
claimed, “Christ is Risen!”, and answered with one voice, “Truly He is Risen!” The Resurrection service and
Divine Liturgy were celebrated with great beauty and joy, as Saint Thomas entered once again into the Feast
of Feasts.

'The joy of Pascha continued on Easter Sunday at the Agape Vespers, where the Gospel of the Resurrection
was proclaimed in multiple languages by our GOYANS and adult parishioners. This beautiful tradition
remains one of the clearest expressions of the universality of the Resurrection and the living witness of our
youth. This year’s readers were Maria Katsikis in Greek, Dominic Eleftheriou in English, Vasiliki Horiates
in Sign Language, Tony Elias in Arabic, Alexander Salgau in Romanian, Georgie Kokolis in Latin, Zoe
Docimo in Italian, Valentina Malo in Spanish, Leo Docimo in German, Zoe Tripolitis in French, and
Zachary Van Meter in Irish. We are grateful to Fr. Georgios Oikonomou for his love and guidance, and we
are proud of our youth for carrying forward this meaningful tradition.

As our parish looks back on Holy Week and Pascha 2026, we do so with gratitude to God for the many
blessings He granted our community. We are thankful for the presence of His Eminence Metropolitan
Apostolos, for the leadership of Fr. Georgios Oikonomou, and for the devotion of our parishioners, Philop-
tochos, youth, organizations, and many volunteers who helped make these sacred days so beautiful.
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Holy Week at Saint Thomas was not simply a series of services. It was a shared journey through repentance,
sorrow, hope, and finally the joy of the empty tomb. In that journey, our parish was renewed once again in

faith, unity, and the light of the Risen Christ.
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Saint Thomas Weekend 2026
A Blessed Celebration of Our Patronal Feast

aint Thomas Greek Orthodox Church in Cherry Hill was greatly blessed during Saint Thomas Weekend

2026, as clergy, parishioners, and visitors from across the region gathered to celebrate the feast of our
patron saint during the radiant days of Bright Week. This year’s celebration was made even more memorable
by the visit of His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, the elevation of Fr. Simeon Williams
to the dignity of Archimandrite, and the ordination of Michael Sandilos to the Holy Diaconate.

The weekend began on Bright Saturday, April 18, with the celebration of Hierarchical Great Vespers for the
Feast of Saint Thomas. Presiding over the service, His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos joined the clergy
and faithful of the parish on the eve of Saint Thomas Sunday, also known as Antipascha, when the Church
recalls the appearance of the Risen Lord to the Apostle Thomas. Parishioners and guests came together in
prayer to begin the feast, and a reception afterward offered the community an opportunity to welcome His
Eminence and rejoice together as Saint Thomas Weekend commenced.

The celebration continued on Sunday, April 19, 2026, with the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy for the feast
day of Saint Thomas. The church was filled as the parish marked its patronal feast with prayer, thanksgiving,
and great joy. Fr. Georgios Oikonomou welcomed His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos upon his arrival,
together with clergy of the Metropolis, members of the Parish Council, and faithful who had come to share
in the celebration.

This year’s feast day carried added significance, as the Divine Liturgy included two especially meaningful
moments in the life of the Church. During the service, His Eminence ordained Charles Sandilos to the
Holy Diaconate with the name Michael. A longtime parishioner, steward, Parish Council member, and
Archon of the community, Deacon Michael has faithfully served Saint Thomas for many years, and his or-
dination marked a joyful new chapter both in his own ministry and in the life of the parish.

In his address, Metropolitan Apostolos reflected on the deep significance of the feast and of the Paschal sea-
son in relation to ordination. He reminded the faithful that, after His Resurrection, Christ bestowed upon
His Apostles the grace needed for ministry to His people. In that same apostolic continuity, the ordained
ministry of the Church continues today through bishops, priests, and deacons. His Eminence spoke of the
responsibility now entrusted to the newly ordained Deacon Michael: to serve the Church faithfully and to
assist Fr. Georgios in the sacred ministry of the parish.

Following the Divine Liturgy, His Eminence also elevated Fr. Simeon Williams, Director of Youth Minis-
tries for the Metropolis of New Jersey, to the rank of Archimandrite, recognizing his years of devoted service
in a variety of ministries, especially among the youth of the Metropolis. This additional moment of honor
gave the feast day still greater joy and importance, as the parish witnessed both the recognition of faithful
service and the beginning of a new ordained ministry.
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'The celebration concluded with a festive reception in the community hall in honor of the visit of Metro-

politan Apostolos and the ordination of Deacon Michael. Family, friends, parishioners, and guests gathered
in a spirit of joy and gratitude, offering congratulations to the Sandilos family and giving thanks for the
blessings of the weekend. It was a fitting close to a celebration that united the annual feast of Saint Thomas
with events of lasting spiritual significance for the parish.

Saint Thomas Weekend 2026 was, in every sense, a blessed celebration: a joyful witness to the Resurrection,
a heartfelt honoring of faithful service, and a powerful reminder of the grace of God at work in the life of
His Church. Our parish gives thanks to His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey for his pas-
toral love and presence, to Fr. Georgios Oikonomou for his leadership and care, to all the clergy who par-
ticipated, and to the many volunteers and parishioners whose eftorts helped make the weekend so beautiful.

May the Apostle Thomas continue to intercede for our parish, and may God grant many years to our newly
ordained Deacon Michael and to Archimandrite Simeon in their sacred ministries.

Axios! Axios! Axios!
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Inaugural Saint Thomas Gala Honors

Zoe And George Kousoulis

By the Cosmos Philly Staff

aint Thomas Greek Orthodox Church in

Cherry Hill, New Jersey, holds a unique
place within the Greek Orthodox Archdio-
cese of America. As the only parish dedicated
to the Apostle Thomas, it is also the largest
church in the world bearing his name. The
parish celebrates Antipascha, commemorat-
ing the Gospel account of Christ’s appear-
ance to the Apostle Thomas eight days after
the Resurrection, with what has become the
largest Antipascha celebration of its kind.

On Friday, April 17, 2026, the Saint Thomas
community launched this year’s celebration
with its inaugural Saint Thomas Gala at Luc-
ien’s Manor in Berlin, New Jersey. The eve-
ning was graciously hosted by the Kolovos
and Baroody families and brought together
clergy, parishioners, and supporters in a spirit

of faith and unity.

The gala honored George Kousoulis and the
late Zoe Kousoulis for their decades of ser-
vice to the church and broader community.
Just days after accepting the honor, Zoe fell
asleep in the Lord. Despite this profound
loss, the family chose to continue with the
tribute, transforming the evening into a
moving testament to both faith and legacy.
For more than 60 years, George and Zoe
dedicated themselves to the Saint Thom-
as community. After the tragic loss of their
daughter Danielle in the September 11 at-
tacks, they remained steadfast in their faith.
They became instrumental supporters of the
rebuilding of Saint Nicholas Greek Ortho-
dox Church at Ground Zero, now known as
the Saint Nicholas National Shrine, helping
raise significant funds in collaboration with
the Philadelphia Federation.
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Their commitment extended deeply into their home parish. The Saint Thomas community center was re-

named in memory of their daughter, Danielle Kousoulis. They established a golf tournament that funds
annual scholarships for Haddon Township High School and Saint Thomas graduates, and later introduced
an annual comedy event held in the Danielle Kousoulis Center. Their continued generosity supported major
parish projects, including the church fagade, dome, bell tower, and the commissioning of the Pantocrator as
part of the church’s renowned “For the Ages”iconography program.

The evening featured a moving musical tribute by the School of Byzantine Music of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, joined by the Saint Thomas Choir—of which Zoe was a lifelong member—and
accompanied by the Politikon Ensemble.

Master of Ceremonies George G. Horiates guided the program, inviting Parish Council President Tassos
Efstratiades, Gala Chair Dr. Elias Iliades, and Proistamenos Fr. Georgios Oikonomou to offer heartfelt re-
marks. His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos presented George Kousoulis with the Saint Thomas Medal
of Faith, noting the profound significance of faith as the foundation of both the award and the lives of its
recipients.

George’s children, Peter and Eleni, offered touching reflections as the community responded with deep ad-
miration and appreciation. The evening concluded with a video tribute and the heartfelt acclamation: “Axios
George Kousoulis. Eternal Memory Zoe Kousoulis.”
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Building Mortgage Update & Greek Agora Raffle

Over the past seven years, Saint Thomas has undertaken its largest renovation ever—a
new dome, refreshed facade, accessible ramp, and gleaming bell tower. Thanks to your gen-
erosity—whether through individual gifts, our annual Winter Telethon, or participation in
the Greek Agora Raffle—we've paid down our $3 million project to just $635,000 remaining!

Where We Stand
 Original project cost: $3,000,000
o Additional borrowed for roof replacement: 175,000
o Current mortgage balance: $635,000
Fundraising vehicles:
« Winter Telethon
o Greek Agora Raftle

Greek Agora Raffle: We Need You!



Our goal this year is to reduce the mortgage by 20%—that’s $100,000! Every raftle ticket
you sell or purchase brings us closer to being debt free.

How to Participate
1. Buy Tickets
+ Cost: $50/ticket
«  Where: After services in the Narthex, or from any Parish Council member
o Online: Visit https://b.link/ AGORA-RAFFLE

2. Sell Tickets
o Ask family, friends, and co workers to support our Church
o Return sold tickets and payment to the church office by September 15, 2026

3. Committee Volunteers
+ Interested in helping organize or sell tickets?
» Please contact Fr. Avgoustinos or Parish Council President Tassos Efstratiades.

Let’s Finish Strong!

Your efforts make a direct impact on our spiritual home. Let’s work together to retire this mort-
gage and dedicate the saved funds to future ministries and outreach.

Thank you for your support—and good luck in the raffle!
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FALL 2026 HELLENIC SCHOOL AND GREEK
LANGUAGE PROGRAMS REGISTRATION

HELLENIC SCHOOL

https://b.link/ HSCHOOL

ELLINIKI FOLIA

https://b.link/EL-FOLIA

CONVERSATIONAL
ADULTS CLASS

https://b.link/ CONVERSATIONAL

Sign Up This Summer!
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ELLINIKI FOLIA

lliniki Folia is a welcoming space where Hellenic School graduates build confidence in

the Greek language, deepen their appreciation of their heritage, and strengthen their
connection to the wider Hellenic world. Through engaging lessons in culture, history, and lan-
guage, we prepare students not only for success in the Ellinomatheia exams, but also for a lifelong
relationship with the Greek language and identity.

H EAAvikry @olia eivat €vag gthogevog xwpog 0mov ot andogottot Tov EAAnvikov Zxoleiov
kaAAtepyodv avtomenoibnon otnv eAAnvikiy yAwooa, yvwpilovv Babitepa v mOMTIOTIKY
TOLG KANPOVOULA Kal EVIOXDOLV TN GVUVOEDT] TOVG [le TOV gVupUTEPO eEAANVIKO KOOHO. Méoa amo
Snovpytka padrpata moATiopoy, oTopiag Kat yAwooag, mpoetolpdfovpe tovg pabntég oxt
Hovo yia emrvxia otig e€etdoetg EAAnvopd0etag, aAld kat yia pia dia fiov oxéon pe Ty eAAnvikr
YAwooa Kat TavToTHTA.

Anastasios Fakinos
Certified Instructor/Educator,
Hellenic Ministry of Education



ELLINIKI FOLIA, Sample lesson titles
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ST. IRENE PHILOPTOCHOS

St. Irene Philoptochos continues to serve our
parish with dignity and respect and truly Phi-
lo-ptochos is behind or in front of every act of love,
every value close to our hearts - faith, community,
philanthropy and we strive to make a difference with
a grateful heart.

In March we prayerfully continued our journey
through Great and Holy Lent, a journey that provides
us with many opportunities to participate in services
and prepare ourselves for our Lord’s Resurrection,
after the Cross.

In addition to the beautiful Sundays Divine Liturgies,
there’s a lot of beautiful, solemn services... Great
Compline - Anodeunvo, Presanctified Divine Liturgy
- Ilponywaouévn Ocia Aeitovpyia, Holy Unction
- Iepd Evxélaio, Salutations to our Most Holy
Theotokos - Xaipetiopoi otnyv Ynepayia @cotodxo. ..
In many ways Great Lent is meant to be a season of
challenge, but it is meant to strengthen our faith and
our spirit. Whether we are facing struggles or not,
may we continue to walk with faith, knowing the
resurrection is not far away.

The Annual “Sunday of Orthodoxy” Loukoumades
Sale following worship services is a long-lasting
tradition in our community. The proceeds from this
sale benefit the many in-reach and outreach projects
of St. Irene. Who can resist a bowl of louks? Golden,
fluffy, and drizzled with sweet honey, loukoumades
are such a mouthwatering treat - crispy on the
outside, soft on the inside, and absolutely irresistible!
Philoptochos is GRATEFUL for the support of the
entire community! Because of this support and
generosity and of all our volunteers, we can continue
our philanthropic work! We extended our special
thanks to the best loukoumades team, Dr. Panagiotis
Kousoulis, Frank Landry, Lou Lagonik and all OUR
AMAZING LADIES who always step up to help!

Our Committee Chair ladies worked hard every
Sunday, during Lent “manning” the Philoptochos
table, either in the St. Irene Hall or the “Danielle
Kousoulis” Center. Our Easter Tsourekia were
chaired by Stacy Chryssofos & Kathy Kleftogiannis,

Easter Koulourakia chairs were Popi Stamatiades
& Liz Loudon and Easter Lilies, Popi Stamatiades
- these ladies made sure your orders were received
and noted.

The Annual Memorial Service for the Deceased
Members of the Hellenic Ladies’ Society and St. Irene
Ladies Philoptochos Society, 1955 to 2026, was held
on Sunday, March 8th. It was a beautiful Memorial
Service - Mvnuoovvo for all the sisters who are no
longer with us, keeping them close in our hearts.
May their Memory be eternal. Awwvia cag n pviun.
You will be in our hearts forever.

On Tuesday, March 10th we gathered for our
monthly meeting where we reviewed our upcoming
events and recapped our past activities. We thank
all the Philoptochos ladies for the support and
dedication they show to our community and to all
those in need. We look forward to the continued
growth and philanthropic support of our chapter!
At the completion of our meeting, we assembled
close to 200 Roasted Turkey & Cheese Sandwiches
for “Cathedral Kitchen” in Camden. Cathedral
Kitchen’s mission is to help people out of food
insecurity and champion their pursuit of stability
and prosperity. Together, we continue to serve with
love, faith, and dedication. The following day, we
delivered the sandwiches at Cathedral Kitchen and
our friends were very thankful and appreciative. A
job very well done by all the ladies who participated
in the project!

The 2nd Biennial Metropolis of New Jersey
“Walking with Christ” Seminarian Benefit
Luncheon was held on Saturday, March 14, and
this time it was hosted at the church of St. Nicholas
in Wyckoft, New Jersey, by the Metropolis of New
Jersey Philoptochos. In addition to donating $1,000
we had the honor to participate and represent our
St. Thomas community in this wonderful event that
raised approximately $85,000 for the benefit of the
Metropolis of New Jersey Master of Divinity students
and Seminarians. It was a well-attended fundraiser
and a very pleasant afternoon, the highlight of



ST. IRENE PHILOPTOCHOS
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which was the presence of the seminarians. The
guest speaker for this year’s luncheon was Dimitrios
Konstantinou, a seminarian from the community
of Sts. Constantine and Helen in Newport News,
Virginia. While addressing the attendees, His
Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey,
thanked the Metropolis Philoptochos President Mrs.
Eleni Constantinides, all the clergy who supported
this effort, the ladies Philoptochos, the benefactors,
the host parish of St. Nicholas and all those who
attended for their support to our Metropolis
seminarians.

The Philoptochos ladies do not rest! Thank you to
all the ladies who participated in the Easter / Spring
Cleaning at our church. Your time, energy and
cleaning skills to freshen up the church are greatly
appreciated. A few days before Holy Week, the ladies
got together and the church was ready for Holy Week
and Pascha! Thank you Barbara Inglessis, Maria
Lagonik, Vicky Christodoulou, Kathy Kleftogiannis,
Ourania Melissaratos and Donna Kolodziejczak-
and wed like to give an extra special shoutout to
Barbara Inglessis for organizing the group! The
ladies are not a professional cleaning group but they
do know how to roll up their sleeves and help make
our beautiful church shine!! When Philoptochos
ladies come together, great things happen!

Sunday, March 22nd, found our Philoptochos
ladies filling drawstring bags with essential, easy-to-
make, nutritious food and snacks for the students
at the Delair Elementary School in Pennsauken.
A number of students in the school rely on school
meals to stay fed and these bags will be given to those
students to ensure they have access to food when
school meals are unavailable - during the spring
break. That was the second time we worked on that
project for the students at Delair Elementary. This
time we prepared 110 bags with enough food and
snack items for at least 4 days. Items included mac
and cheese, goldfish, Oreos, pretzel bags, applesauce,
individual cereal boxes and apple juice boxes.
Because no child should ever have to worry about
being hungry, especially during the holidays! Thank
you to Stacy Chryssofos for taking the lead on this
very worthy project and everyone who participated
and helped fill the bags! The school passed the bags
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to the students on Friday, March 27 and our Board
was invited to participate.

Our baking group spent the last days of March
making, baking and wrapping Koulourakia for our
Annual Easter Bake Sale. Shaped by hand, brushed
with egg, and baked until golden - 48 delicious butter
twist cookies in a beautifully wrapped container for
$25.00. Perfect for every Easter table or as gifts to
family and friends. Pick-up was Palm Sunday. April
5th at the “Danielle Kousoulis” Greek Cultural
Center.

The Prayer Blanket Ministry is beautiful ministry
that brings comfort to the sick while sharing in
fellowship consisting of a group of talented and
generous ladies of the St. Irene Philoptochos. It
touches not only the lives of those who receive the
blankets but also the lives of those who make and
distribute them. It started with the homebound
members of our community and with Covid the
need was greater and the ministry expanded to
include parishioners who needed comfort from a
loss, serious illness or who had undergone surgery.
Each item is made with prayers for good health and
then placed in a gift bag with a beautiful icon of St.
Irene. We welcome you to join our Prayer Blanket/
Shawl Ministry. Each volunteer works on their own.
A pattern and yarn are provided, although new
patterns and yarns are accepted. Since the day this
ministry started, they have given out 48 blankets
and shawls and the ladies have 14 items ready to
distribute. The ministry continues to bring great
comfort to those in need and is made possible
thanks to our knitters/crocheters, Christine
Onken, Maria Lagonik, Alice Skinner, Barbara
Inglessis, Eleftheria Birbilis, Kathy Kleftogiannis
and Presvytera Irina Salgau (for knitting beautiful
pairs of socks). Thank you ladies for your time
and dedication to this important ministry. If you
are interested in joining them regardless of your
knitting/crocheting ability or if you would like one
of these blessed blankets, please contact Barbara
Inglessis at barbi@frinton.com or 609.922.0750.
On Sunday, March 29, the ladies got together with
Father Georgios and took a beautiful group picture.

Again this year, we were invited by the Ladies



32

Philoptochos Society of St. Luke, Broomall, to
“Rise Against Hunger” Meal Packaging Event on
Saturday, March 28th, at the St. Luke Community
Center. It was a very rewarding morning-early
afternoon where we gathered as a community of
volunteers to package meals and box them up for
delivery to the world’s most vulnerable people
and also got the chance to meet and get to know
Philoptochos sisters not only from the community
of St. Luke’s but also from neighboring churches. The
goal again this year was to package 20,000 meals.
Our chapter contributed $500 and two groups of our
members traveled to St. Lukes’s and participated in
the meal packaging.

St. Irene Philoptochos is offering scholarship
opportunities to graduating high school seniors who
are pursuing higher education, to post-secondary
school students, and to graduate school students. The
Elaine Kyriacou Scholarship Fund was established
to honor the memory of the late Elaine Kyriacou,
the great benefactress of St. Irene Philoptochos.
Elaine generously bequeathed a sizable annuity which
the St. Irene Philoptochos Society is pleased to share
as educational scholarships. The scholarship awards
will be based on a student’s scholastic achievement,
church and community participation, and financial
need. Deadline to submit a completed application
packet is May 18, 2026. To request an application
packet or for additional information, please contact
Barbara Cheston at barbaracheston@verizon.net or

Helen Gioulis at hgl818@comcast.net

Holy Week - Meyaln Efdopada: Every day of this
week — also known as Passion Week - brings us closer
to the light of the Resurrection, as we follow Christ
through His trials, His teachings, and His ultimate
sacrifice. All the services are solemn and beautiful,
reminding us of the depth of faith, love, and hope
that leads us to the joy of Pascha. From Kali Anastasi
to Christ is Risen - Xristos Anesti, Holy Week is a
beautiful, prayerful and blessed experience for every
Orthodox faithful.

St. Irene Philoptochos - Agape Outreach members
- welcomed April preparing the gift boxes and gift
bags for the homebound parishioners and the senior
residents at the St. Thomas Apartments. The ladies

prepared the bags that included a colorful box filled
with our homemade Easter koulourakia, a card
with a beautiful message, items packaged with a lot
of care and love to remind those who will receive
them that they are deeply valued members of our
community. Father Georgios, with the assistance
of Frank Landry and Charles Sandilos, visited
our homebound parishioners and the residents
at the senior apartments to deliver the gifts and
offer communion to those who had wished to
receive. Please continue to keep our homebound
parishioners in your prayers. If you know of someone
who needs special support and strength or is facing a
health challenge, please contact the church office @
856.665.1731 or reach out to St. Irene Philoptochos
@ st.irenephiloptochossociety@gmail.com

We had our Annual Loukoumades Sale on Palm
Sunday - April 5. Who can resist to them? Crispy,
golden dough balls soaked in warm honey syrup a
classic Greek sweet loved for generations. We are
thankful for the support of everyone who purchased
louks on Palm Sunday! We also appreciate the
contributions of those who volunteered without
hesitation to prepare them, mix them, pour syrup, sell
them and foresee all the details. Thank you to Yiota
Rotsides and her two assistants, Frank Landry and
Lou Lagonik who by now have become professional
loukoumades makers! The loukoumades were
exceptional!! Thank you!

As we mentioned before, the beautifully wrapped,
48 pieces of our famous Easter koulourakia - a
staple for every Greek Easter table were available
for pickup on Palm Sunday, April 5th following the
church services in the “Danielle Kousoulis” Center.
Thank you to this year’s chairs Popi Stamatiades and
Liz Loudon for making sure all orders were pre-
packaged and ready for everyone who had placed an
order and we also thank everyone who assisted on
that Sunday. Special Thank YOU to Popi, our Baking
Chair!

The delicious Easter Tsoureki from Agia Skepi
(Holy Protection Monastery) arrived just in
time for Pascha and was ready for pickup on Palm
Sunday. We also had some extras available for to
accommodate last-minute requests. The Tsoureki is
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made by the sisters at the Agia Skepi Bake House,
located at the Holy Protection Monastery in White
Haven, Pennsylvania. This traditional sweet bread
is part of the Pascha celebration, and the sisters
at the monastery make each loaf with prayer and
thanksgiving. Thank you to our Chairs, Stacy
Chryssofos and Kathy Kleftogiannis who also drove
up to the monastery to pick up all the orders! And
Tulla Sandilos who helped with that, because two
cars were not enough to fit all orders!!

The beautiful Easter lilies came on Holy Saturday
morning and we decorated the church nave, the
solea and the narthex right after the service of the
proti anastasi. Why do we use lilies to decorate our
church on Easter? As Christians, we believe that all
of creation sings God’s glory. And during the Easter
season, the Easter lily sings it quite loudly. The
flower itself is a symbol of resurrection - it emerges
from a bulb buried in the ground, mirroring how
Christ rose from the tomb. Their trumpet-like
shape symbolizes our loud proclamation of Christ’s
triumph over death. The white color represents the
purity of Jesus. We use these flowers to remind us
that life has conquered death. The Easter lily is more
than just decoration — it is an active participant
in proclaiming Gods glory, representing new
beginnings, hope, and rebirth. Thank all to our
members and our entire community for supporting
our Easter Lilies Fundraiser. Your support not only
helps us raise funds so we can offer assistance to
those in need, but also makes it possible to adorn
our beautiful church with the lilies for all the Paschal
worship services!

Every year, our Philoptochos hosts the dyeing of the
Easter eggs. These red eggs were offered as a blessing
on the night of the Resurrection to all the faithful who
gathered to celebrate the Divine Eucharist. Ladies
prepare the red eggs, place them in small sachets, tie
them and add a small tag that says “Christ is Risen!
- XptotoGg Avéotn!” Again this year, this project
was chaired by Ourania Melissaratos. We would
like to THANK Ourania and ALL THE LADIES
who dyed over 400 eggs! Egg-cellent job ladies!
Peggy Christis, Vicky Christodoulou, Roula Criaris,
Olga Diamantis, Athanasia Hatzinakis, Sophia
Horiates, Maria Kappatos, Donna Kolodziejczak,

Tasia Koutsogiannis, Maria Lagonik, Liz Loudon,
Anna Markakis, Darlene Mastrodimas, Ourania
Melissaratos, Rania Pappas, Milia Poulopoulos and
Popi Stamatiades. Special Thanks to Ourania, and
the two Marias (Kappatos and Lagonik) for tying all
the labels on the sachets on Holy Saturday morning!
Traditionally, we dye our eggs red on Holy Thursday.
On Easter Sunday, we crack our red eggs with family
and friends. The person whose egg does not crack
wins and will be blessed throughout the year from
God. The red eggs symbolize the renewal of life
-victory over death - and the red dye the blood of
Christ.

On Saturday, April 18 we celebrated the Great
Vespers for the Sunday of Thomas, when we
welcomed His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos
of New Jersey along with clergy from the Delaware
Valley Region. Following the Vespers service, St.
Irene Philoptochos hosted the bountiful dinner
reception at the St. Irene Hall for His Eminence,
the visiting clergy, the esteemed guests and all our
parishioners. Truly an evening of joy that initiated
the two-day celebration of St. Thomas weekend.

April 19 was a truly memorable day for our St.
Thomas community. In addition to marking our
parish’s feast day, we were honored to witness the
Ordination to Holy Diaconate of Deacon Michael,
formerly known as Charles (Efstratios) Peter
Sandilos, our longtime fellow parishioner and
friend, member of the Parish Council, past Parish
Council President, former Sunday School Catechist
and Archon of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
presided by His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos
of New Jersey. Deacon Michael has been appointed
to assist Fr. George in this sacred ministry and serve
our parish, a community he has already served in
many different ways, with love, respect and humility
for many years. AXIOS! Congratulations! Following
the Divine Liturgy and the Ordination, a celebratory
reception was held in the “Danielle Kousoulis” Greek
Cultural Center in honor of St. Thomas Sunday and
Deacon Michael’s ordination.

The weekend’s preparations was a tremendous
effort and many hours of hard work for the St. Irene
Ladies Philoptochos and we are very grateful to all
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our members and everyone who contributed in any

way to make it happen! We are very appreciative
to Father Georgios for his love and gratitude
to our Philoptochos - his beautiful words of
encouragement and praise after every project are
a true blessing for our Ministry. Thank you Father
for your love and support!

We are humbly grateful, as with God’s grace we
were able to prepare 133 casseroles that will feed
over 900 guests at St. John’s Hospice shelter - on
Friday, April 24. Thank you to all our members for
your ongoing support, and a heartfelt expression of
gratitude to the “Men” who always come together to
help prepare the food to make our efforts easier. It is
such a great blessing that St. Irene Philoptochos has
the means and resources to provide for the “Feed the
Hungry” Program, and we pray that we can continue
our mission to help and care for those in need with
love and compassion.

We contributed $1,500 and participated in the
CTNNBI1 Dinner & Basket Auction Fundraiser-
April 25. CTNNBI is a rare genetic disorder, with
just over 500 individuals diagnosed worldwide.
Many, like our own Alexander O’Mara, son of
Diana Pappas O’Mara, struggle with this disorder.
CTNNBI affects motor function, causes learning
disabilities/cognitive delays.

The long anticipated Greek Independence Day
Celebration, the culmination of which is the Sunday
parade was held a bit late this year. The celebrations
started on Friday, April 24th with the flag raising
at the Philadelphia City Hall, continued with the
Eleftheria Gala, on Saturday, April 25th - at the
Convention Center - and ended with Doxology at St.
George Cathedral and the parade on Sunday the 26th,
a celebration that brings together many parishes,
schools, Greek American, cultural organizations,
civic groups, the Evzones - our palikaria, hundreds
of families, and members of the Greek-American
community from across the region. The weather did
not disappoint and we all enjoyed marching down
the Ben Franklin Parkway, wearing our Greek pride
and waving our Greek and American flags. Ziitw n
EX\ada!

Pizza, bingo and a little fun along the way. We

had such a wonderful time spending time with our
friends and fellow residents on April 30. Everyone
walked away a winner, and the fun, laughter, and
fellowship made it extra special. A big thank you to
all who joined us - and if you missed it, don’t worry!
Be sure to come out and join us next time for more
pizza, games, prizes, and good company. Always a
good time with our senior residents and we love
B-I-N-G-O! Another great evening for the Agape
Outreach ladies!

On Tuesday, May 5, 2026, we gathered at The Merion
in Cinnaminson for the Annual Metropolis of
New Jersey Clergy-Laity Congress and Metropolis
Philoptochos Convention. As every vyear, the
congress opened jointly for all the representatives
of the parishes, both the Parish Council members
and the Philoptochos Delegates with prayer offered
by His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New
Jersey who welcomed everyone, and of course, His
Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America and
thanked him for his presence. After the benediction
and breakfast, the Philoptochos delegates convened
in the upstairs banquet hall to start their meeting. A
lot of interesting items on the agenda of the day, that
was the hard work of the Metropolis Philoptochos
Board under the guidance of the President, Eleni
Constantinides. The agenda included reports on
the Walking with Christ Fundraiser for the HCHC
Seminarians, the 2027-2028 budget, the National
Convention, various committee reports and
presentations on Operation Classroom and Hunger
& Homeless. The convention ended with a hands-on
service project that will benefit Cradles to Crayons
non-profit in Pennsylvania. St. Irene Philoptochos
was represented by Stacy Chryssofos, 1st Vice
President and Rania Pappas, President.

The month of May is often linked to renewal,
beauty, and new beginnings. Some characteristics
we see in May are mild to warm weather, blooming
gardens and colorful landscapes, longer daylight
hours, spring festivals and celebrations, graduation
ceremonies and the end of many school years. In
literature and poetry, May is often portrayed as a
joyful and lively month symbolizing growth, love,
hope, and the transition from spring toward summer.
Several well-known holidays and observances occur
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in May, including Mother’s Day and Memorial Day.

St. Irene Philoptochos celebrated Mother’s Day
offering Mocktails and Mimosas to all the mothers,
grandmothers and ladies of our parish - including
some of the gentlemen! Thank you to our young
adults who served as our bartenders.

The N.J. Seaside Stride is a fun, family-oriented
event hosted by New Jersey families working to
raise awareness and research funds for Friedreich’s
Ataxia (FA). The event benefits the Friedreich’s
Ataxia Research Alliance (FARA), and it features a
beautiful walk along the boardwalk, delicious lunch,
and an exciting gift auction. Because of support from
events like the N.J. Seaside Stride, FARA is able to
fund research leading to new insights in FA and the
development of innovative treatment approaches.
The first treatment was approved in 2023, and the FA
community made many significant contributions to
the advancement of that research. The commitment
from the FA community has also led to significant
strides in genetic medicines, natural history
research, neuroimaging, and pediatric FA initiatives.
This year, the weather held out, there were over 200
attendees, great food, lots of great auction items
and over $65,000 raised! St. Irene Philoptochos
contributed $1,500 and members participated in
the walk. It turned out to be a beautiful day despite
the weather forecast!

The 46th Annual Bid-N-Buy “America the
Beautiful” was a sold-out event with over 400
guests attending! After months, weeks and
many hours of hard work and preparations, on
Wednesday, May 13, we welcomed hundreds of
guests to our 46th Annual Bid -N - Buy - America
the Beautiful - our chapter’s major fundraising event
of the year. The “Danielle Kousoulis” community
center was decorated with red, white and blue colors
to commemorate and celebrate our Nation’s 250th
Anniversary! As attendees entered the foyer of the
center, they were greeted by (the portrait of) George
Washington himself - the Father of our Nation.
Everyone enjoyed the patriotic atmosphere, that was
highlighted by Makis Melissaratos’ impersonation
of Uncle Sam, a delicious pastichio dinner, “The
Betsy Ross” signature cocktail, fellowship - the

great parea that we all enjoy and look forward to
every time, and the opportunity to bid on hundreds
of prizes. The event was run and powered by many
volunteers who handled everything from décor
and prize preparation to the full meal served to
the guests. Proceeds support the many charitable
outreach efforts of the St. Irene Philoptochos, which
provides assistance to individuals and families in
need throughout the region and around the world.

Thank you to our donors, businesses and individuals,
all our volunteers and everyone who joined us! We
look forward to next year’s event, and we do hope
you will be able to join us!

We had a great final meeting on Wednesday, May
20", with meaningful fellowship, inspiration, and
connection. We are honored to welcome special
guest speakers representing the various outreach
organizations we support.

We hosted Jennifer Williams - Covenant House;
Chief Tori Hill, Superintendent and Sherraya
Scott, Intake Coordinator - Veterans Haven South;
Rosalyn Lawrence - Principal, Delair Elementary
School; Rich Burke - President and Janet Giordano,
Board of Directors - Cherry Hill Food Pantry;
Nicole Harrigan, Principal and Angela Boldurian,
Educator - H.B. Wilson Elementary School and
Koula Kotsedakis, Educator - Martha F. Wilson
Early Childhood Development Center. Each and
every one of them expressed their gratitude and
appreciation for the support and compassion St.
Irene Philoptochos provides to their respective
institutions and organizations and the incredible
impact Philoptochos makes — a blessed work indeed!

Covenant House shelters fight human trafficking
and relentlessly support young people facing
homelessness, committed to helping young people
get back on their feet and onto their next chapters.
St. Irene Philoptochos currently supports the
organization — we work with the one in Atlantic
City, NJ - through the Angel Tree Christmas giving,
monetary donations to the facility’s Sleep-Out
fundraisers and whenever the facility reaches out
for assistance. In the past, we contributed a walk-in
refrigerator, sweatpants and sweatshirts for the teens
that shelter in the facility, a considerable amount



of bed-in-a-bag, hats-mittens-scarves, coats and
jackets to name a few.

Veterans Haven South is a Transitional Housing
Program for Homeless Veterans, located in Winslow,
NJ. Since we started supporting this New Jersey
State-operated facility for homeless veterans, we
have contributed TV sets, household appliances
— such as toaster ovens, toasters, coffee makers,
microwaves, crockpots, sets of dishware-silverware-
glassware-kitchen utensils. Following the National
Philoptochos initiative, we offer our donations to
our Veterans close to Veterans Day in November.
We have also launched the “Valentines for Veterans”
project where we provide treat and chocolate bags
for Valentine’s Day in February to be given to the
veterans that are transitioning in the facility.

We started supporting Delair Elementary School in
Pennsauken, NJ a few months ago - in November
of 2025, before Thanksgiving - when we came
together to fill 100 bags with essential meal items
for the economically challenged students. There’s a
considerable number of students in the school rely
on school meals to stay fed and these bags will be
given to those students to ensure they have access to
food when school meals are unavailable — during the
holiday break. Late March of 2026, we prepared 110
bags with enough food and snack items for at least
4 days. Items included mac and cheese, goldfish,
Oreos, pretzel bags, applesauce, individual cereal
boxes and apple juice boxes.

Cherry Hill Food Pantry’s mission is dedicated to
supplying groceries and related social services to
needy families and individuals in Cherry Hill and
the surrounding communities. It currently serves
close to 1,000 families. St. Irene Philoptochos started
supporting the CHFP a long time ago by providing
volunteers every quarter - to assist the “shoppers”
shop and select what they want from different
categories of food items, providing quarterly
contributions and also monetarily supporting the
Pantry’s Raffle Fundraiser every year.

H.B. Wilson Elementary School and Martha F.
Wilson Early Childhood Development Center are
the two school we support under the “Operation
Classroom” National Philoptochos program. We
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have been working closely with the two educators

from our parish, Angela and Koula to make sure the
students at their respective schools receive items they
need. We have provided various essential items —
from basic school supplies, such as notebooks, pens,
pencils, erasers etc. to noise cancelling headphones
and headphones, bins filled with crayons and
drawing paper, dry-erase boards and we contribute
hats-mittens-scarves, as well as holding a drive for
both schools in November every year.

With God’s Grace and a grateful heart, we were
able to provide each representative with a small
honorarium that will be used towards the needs of
each institution.

Barry Martin, the representative from St. John’s
Hospice got tied up at the shelter and unfortunately
could not make it to our meeting. But we are praying
and hoping that in the upcoming fall season we will
be able to have it as our special guest to talk to us
about this outreach ministry who serves and assists
those experiencing homelessness and poverty in the
community.

We have scheduled our End of the Year Dinner
Social for Tuesday, June 2" at the Adelphia and we
have invited all the ladies — and gentlemen - of our
parish to join us for that last social gathering where
we will enjoy for one last time before the summer
break, the great parea of each other. Come and Join
us!

Have a safe and relaxing summer and see you in
September! As a quick reminder... there will be no
coffee and refreshments hour on Sundays, in July
and August — with the exception of August 15 for
Panagia. Sunday’s coffee hour social will resume on
September 6. Kalo kalokairi!
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LOOKING BACK: HIGHLIGHTS FROM
THE LAST THREE MONTHS

SAINT THOMAS HONORS GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY

n Monday, March 23, the children and families of the Hellenic School of Saint Thomas Greek Ortho-
dox Church gathered to celebrate Greek Independence Day with joy, pride, and reverence.

The celebration began at Saint Thomas, where the children assembled before marching together down
Mercer Street to Town Hall for the annual flag-raising ceremony. It was a beautiful sight to see our stu-
dents, families, and teachers taking part in this tradition and honoring the 205th anniversary of Greece’s
independence.

At Town Hall, the group was warmly welcomed by Council Members DiRenzo and Hulnick, who greeted
the children and presented a proclamation in recognition of this important day. Their presence added to the
significance of the celebration and reminded all in attendance of the respect and appreciation shown for the
Greek-American community and its heritage.

For our Saint Thomas community, Greek Independence Day is always more than a historical remembrance.
It is an opportunity to teach our children about the faith, courage, and sacrifice that shaped the history of
Greece, and to help them understand the deep connection between Orthodoxy and Hellenism. Events like

this allow our young people not only to learn that history, but to experience it as part of their own identity.
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We are grateful to the students, parents, and teachers of our Hellenic School for their participation and
enthusiasm, and we thank the township officials for helping make the day so meaningful. It was a joyful

and fitting way for Saint Thomas to honor this great anniversary and to continue passing on the memory of
March 25 to the next generation.
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Saint Thomas Marks Greek Independence Day with an
Evening of History an(f Fellowship

Saint Thomas marked Greek Independence Day with a meaningful evening program at the Danielle
Kousoulis Cultural Center, bringing our parish community together in a spirit of remembrance, fellow-
ship, and pride in our shared heritage.

Hosted by AHEPA Camden Chapter 69 on Wednesday, March 25, the event focused on the historic role
that Philadelphia played in supporting the Greek Revolution. The evening began with a traditional Lenten
meal of bakaliaros kai skordalia, prepared by local restaurateur Haralambos Pantelous, before moving into

the program itself.

The featured presentation was offered by AHEPA Past Supreme President George G. Horiates, who spoke
on “Philadelphia’s Role in Supporting the Greek Revolution.” His talk highlighted the strong sympathy and
practical support shown in Philadelphia during the early years of the Greek War of Independence, when
Americans saw clear parallels between their own struggle for liberty and that of the Greek people.

Among the many points he shared were the efforts of local committees to raise funds and organize aid,
public gatherings held in support of the Greek cause, church collections, and even contributions from U.S.

Marines, who donated the value of a day’s rations to help Greek fighters. He also noted that Philadelphia
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became a point of departure for humanitarian aid sent to Greece during the Revolution.

For those in attendance, the evening was not simply a history lecture. It was a reminder that the story of
Greek Independence has long been tied to the life of Greek-Americans in this region, and that the bonds
between faith, freedom, and Hellenic identity continue to shape our communities today.

Saint Thomas was grateful to host and support such an evening, and to see parishioners gathered to reflect
not only on the past, but also on the responsibility of carrying that memory forward. Events like this help
strengthen our connection to the sacrifices of 1821 and remind us why the celebration of March 25 remains

so important in the life of our parish.

We are grateful to AHEPA Camden Chapter 69, to George G. Horiates for his thoughtful presentation,
and to all who helped make the evening both enjoyable and meaningful.
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Saint Thomas Hellenic School Celebrates Greek
Independence Day

n Saturday, March 29, 2026, the Saint Thomas Hellenic School held its Greek Independence

Day Celebration, bringing together students, teachers, and families for a beautiful program
in honor of Greek Independece Day. The event opened with the parade of flags and students, the
national anthems, and welcome remarks, creating a festive and proud beginning.

From Pre-K through Sixth Grade, each class took part with poems, songs, recitations, and theatri-
cal presentations, giving the children the opportunity to honor the history and meaning of Greek
Independence Day in their own way. The program clearly reflected the dedication of both the
teachers and the students, and the result was moving for all in attendance.

The celebration concluded with traditional Greek folk dances, with each class presenting dances
from different regions of Greece under the direction of Elina Gavras. This joyful final part of the
program reminded everyone that our Hellenic School passes on not only language, but also the
history, customs, and spirit of our heritage.

For Saint Thomas, events like this are a special blessing, as they bring together faith, family, educa-
tion, and tradition in a living and meaningful way. The children made our community proud, and
the entire celebration was a beautiful witness to the ongoing work of our Hellenic School.
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Saint Thomas at the Greek Independence Day Parade

Saint Thomas was proud to take part
in the Philadelphia celebration of the
105th anniversary of Greek Independence
Day on Sunday, April 26, along the Benja-
min Franklin Parkway. The day brought to-
gether Greek-American parishes, schools,
organizations, and families from across the
region, and the presence of the Evzones of
the Hellenic Presidential Guard made the
celebration especially memorable.

Our own Saint Thomas community was
beautifully represented by Fr. Georgios Oi-
konomou, Parish Council President Anas-
tasios Efstratiades, members of the Parish
Council, students of the Hellenic School,
and the Hellenic Heritage Dance Group. It
was a joy to see so many from our parish
take part and represent Saint Thomas with

such spirit and dignity.

'This year’s celebration was made even more

special for our parish by the recognition of

several of our own among the 2026 Greek Independence Day Parade Grand Marshals, as this
year’s Grand Marshals were all past Presidents of the Federation, honored for their leadership,
dedication, and service through the years. From Saint Thomas, those honored were George G.
Horiates, Efstathios Karadonis, and Dimitrios Rozanitis. Their recognition was a moment of pride
not only for them personally, but for our entire parish community.

For us, Greek Independence Day is more than a parade. It is a chance to honor the faith, courage,
and sacrifices of those who came before us, and to pass that memory on to our children. Seeing our
students, families, and young people present in the celebration made that especially clear.

'The weekend began with the official flag-raising ceremony led by His Eminence Metropolitan
Apostolos of New Jersey, and the parade day itself opened with the Doxology at Saint George
Greek Orthodox Cathedral, bringing the wider Greek-American community together in both
faith and celebration before the march down the Parkway.
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We are grateful to everyone from Saint Thomas who participated and helped make our parish pres-
ence so strong and joyful. Days like this remind us that our church is not only a place of worship,
but also a living center of faith, heritage, and community.
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Saint Thomas Honored for Supporting the Pioneers Fund

Wth great joy and gratitude, Saint Thomas Greek Orthodox Church continues to stand at
the forefront in supporting the new Pioneers Fund of the Greek Orthodox Metropolis of
New Jersey. This important initiative was established for the long-term support of the ministries of
our sacred Metropolis and was unanimously approved by the Metropolis Council at its November
10, 2025 meeting held at Saint Thomas in Cherry Hill. Our parish was especially honored to see
several faithful supporters from our own community recognized at a special event for their mean-
ingful contribution and generous support of this important effort, in the presence of His Eminence
Archbishop Elpidophoros of America and our beloved shepherd, His Eminence Metropolitan
Apostolos of New Jersey.

Those honored from Saint Thomas were Archon Anastasios and Maria Efstratiades, Archon Dr.
Elias and Kathy Iliades, Archon George and Lisa Horiates, Archon George and Rania Pappas,
Deacon Michael and Toula Sandilos, William and Connie Balis, and Dr. Georgios and Patricia
Milili. We also note with pride that our own George Horiates serves as chair of the Pioneers pro-
gram. May God continue to bless all those who support the ministries of our Holy Metropolis and
help secure their future for generations to come.
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Blessing of Cars at Saint Thomas

his year, Saint Thomas Greek Orthodox Church began a beautiful new parish tradition with
the Blessing of Cars on the feast day of Saint Christopher, the protector of travelers and driv-
ers.

Families, children, and parishioners gathered together after the service as Father offered prayers for
God’s protection, safety, and guidance for all who travel. It was a joyful and meaningful moment in
the life of our community, bringing together faith and everyday life in a simple but powerful way.

'The blessing reminded all of us that even the ordinary parts of life — our daily driving, our family
trips, our commutes, and our travels — are also placed in God’s hands. Asking the intercessions of
Saint Christopher, we prayed that Christ would guard and guide all who travel, keeping them safe

on every road and in every journey.

As a first-time event at Saint Thomas, the Blessing of Cars was received with great warmth and
enthusiasm, and it added yet another meaningful moment to the summer life of our parish.

May Saint Christopher continue to intercede for all who travel, and may the Lord always guide our
steps in peace and safety.
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AHEPA Sunday at Saint Thomas

n AHEPA Sunday, observed throughout the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, Saint Thomas

marked the occasion with prayer, fellowship, and remembrance.

'This year’s observance was made especially meaningful by a luncheon generously offered by the AHEPA
family at Saint Thomas following the Divine Liturgy. The gathering brought parishioners together in a
joyful spirit, but it also carried a deeper purpose: it served as a memorial tribute to the past members of

AHEPA from our Saint Thomas community.

As families and parishioners gathered for the luncheon, the day became an opportunity not only to celebrate
AHEPA Sunday, but also to remember with gratitude those members who served the Church and com-
munity faithfully over the years. Their dedication, leadership, and love for Saint Thomas remain part of the
foundation on which so much of our parish life continues to stand.

'The generous offering of the luncheon by AHEPA added to the warmth of the day and reflected the en-
during spirit of service that has long characterized the organization. It was a fitting way to honor both the

present and the past — to celebrate the work of AHEPA today while remembering those who helped build

and strengthen our community through their own commitment and sacrifice.
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'The Annual Saint Thomas Golf Outing

he Annual Saint Thomas Golf Outing at Pennsauken Country Club was once again a wonderful

day of fellowship, generosity, and parish spirit. Even the strong rain at the start of the day did
not discourage our golfers. In true Saint Thomas fashion, everyone stayed the course, and before
long the rain gave way and the outing continued with great energy and good humor.

From the opening tee-off to the final round, the day reflected the strong support that this event
continues to receive from our parish family and friends. The tournament was made possible by the
generosity of our sponsors and participants, whose support helped make the day both successful

and enjoyable.

'The outing concluded with a beautiful awards dinner at The Pub, where everyone gathered to
celebrate the day together. Special thanks go to the PTO sponsors of the prizes, whose support
added greatly to the evening, and to Effie Matalbes for helping orchestrate such an enjoyable wrap-
up. We also thank Vice President Dr. Elias Iliades, co-chair Nick Kostiou, our friends at Kast, and
the many other sponsors and supporters whose generosity contributed to the success of the event.

Most of all, we thank all of the golfers, participants, volunteers, and sponsors who made the outing
such a success. Congratulations to the winners, and heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped make
the day memorable.
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” Hellenic School Graduation at Saint Thomas

Z\ joyful and moving graduation ceremony for the Saint Thomas Hellenic School took place on Sunday,

ay 31, the Sunday of Pentecost, as our parish came together to celebrate the graduates of the Class
of 2026.

Parents, family members, and parishioners attended with great pride and emotion, joined by members of
the Parish Council under the leadership of President Anastasios Efstratiades. The ceremony marked the
completion of eight years of study for this year’s graduates, who said farewell to their school with words of
gratitude for their teachers, their parents, and all those who supported them along the way.

The Valedictorian of the Class of 2026 was Ioanna Christoforatou, while Nefeli Damotsidou and Sofia Kat-
siki were recognized as Salutatorians. The students received honorary distinctions from the local AHEPA,
adding to the joy and significance of the occasion.

Also comprising the Class of 2026 were loannis Salman, Panagiotis Chatzikostas, Vasiliki Liatou, Nikolina
Fiscetti, and Amalia Kappatou.



57

'The ceremony was blessed by Fr. Georgios Oikonomou, who addressed the students with words of love,
encouragement, and guidance. He also thanked the teachers and the school director for their devoted work,
and expressed appreciation to the parents for the trust they continue to place in the Hellenic School of Saint
Thomas.

School Director Mrs. Margarita Zografou-Vrettou also congratulated the students and their families, recog-
nizing their perseverance and effort in preserving the Greek language and culture through the years.

For Saint Thomas, this graduation was more than the completion of a school program. It was a beautiful
reminder of the importance of passing on our language, faith, and heritage to the next generation. We con-
gratulate all of our graduates and pray that God will continue to guide and bless them in the years ahead.

A Message from Fr. Georgios to Our Graduates

To view Fr. Georgios’ special message to this year’s graduates, please scan the QR code below or use the

short link provided.

https://b.link/grads26
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The Saint Thomas Choir

One of the most memorable parts of the First Annual Saint Thomas Gala was the musical offering pre-
sented by the Saint Thomas Choir together with the Politikon Ensemble, under the direction of Geor-
gios Theodoridis, Director of the Archdiocese School of Byzantine Music, and Anastasios Fakinos, Choir
Director of Saint Thomas and instructor in the School of Byzantine Music.

What made this performance especially remarkable was not only its beauty, but also the level of preparation
and commitment it required in a relatively short amount of time. The Saint Thomas Choir was asked to
enter a musical world far removed from standard Western choral repertory and to do so with seriousness,
discipline, and sensitivity. The program drew on traditional Greek songs associated with Constantinople
and a musical style shaped over centuries, marked by modal thinking, microtonal intervals, and melodic
movement deeply connected to the scales and ethos of Byzantine music.

For any choir, this kind of repertory demands much more than learning notes and rhythms. It requires lis-
tening differently, shaping phrases differently, and entering into a sound world that carries the memory of
a long and living tradition. That the Saint Thomas Choir was able to prepare such music convincingly in a
short period of time says much about the dedication of its members and their willingness to grow musically
beyond the familiar.

It also says something important about the character of the choir itself. At Saint Thomas, the choir is able to
serve faithfully in both Western and Byzantine musical settings, an ability that is by no means common and
that reflects years of serious work, flexibility, and commitment. This dual capacity is one of the choir’s great
strengths and one of the reasons its contribution to the life of the parish is so significant.

The participation of the School of Byzantine Music Choir also gave the evening special weight and artistic
depth. The work being carried out at that level is important not only for musical excellence, but also for the
preservation and transmission of a tradition that remains central to the life of the Church. The School con-
tinues to form singers and musicians who are able to approach this repertory with understanding, discipline,
and authenticity.
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The Politikon Ensemble, though an independent group, has long maintained a close and fruitful collabo-
ration with the School of Byzantine Music, and that partnership was once again evident in the quality and
spirit of the evening’s performance.

The result was a program that elevated the Gala well beyond a simple dinner event. It became an offering of
culture, memory, and musical witness — one that reflected the richness of Hellenic tradition and the seri-
ousness with which Saint Thomas approaches both worship and artistic expression.

The parish is deeply thankful to all who took part in this effort, and especially to the members of the Saint
Thomas Choir, whose dedication, adaptability, and musical commitment were on full display throughout
the evening.



" St. Thomas Greek Orthodox Church Welcomes New Members
Through Holy Baptism and Chrismation

On Sunday, June 21, St. Thomas Greek Orthodox Church joyfully welcomed seven new broth-
ers and sisters into the Orthodox Christian Faith through the Holy Mysteries of Baptism and
Chrismation.

During the Divine Liturgy, Mercy, Jacob, and Justina were received into the Orthodox Church
through Holy Chrismation, while Amir, Elisamuel, Brent, and Sean were illumined through Holy
Baptism and became members of Christ’s Holy Church. Through their reception into Orthodoxy,
they received their Orthodox names: Elizabeth, Iakovos, Justina, Paisios, George, Germanos, and
Palamas.

The services were a moving witness to the life of the Church, as family members, godparents, and
the entire St. Thomas family gathered in prayer and thanksgiving. Surrounded by the love of the
parish family, the newly illumined faithful received the Grace of the Holy Spirit and began a new
chapter in their spiritual journey as members of the Orthodox Church.

We extend our heartfelt congratulations to our newly baptized and chrismated brothers and sisters
in Christ, and we thank their godparents, families, and catechists for their dedication, support, and
example of faith throughout their preparation.

We also express our sincere gratitude to the Parish Council for its ongoing support of our catechet-
ical and missionary ministries; to Deacon Michael for his faithful instruction of the catechumens
throughout the year; to the St. Irene Philoptochos Society for generously covering the expenses
associated with the baptisms and chrismations; to Moses for beautifully capturing these sacred
moments through his photography; to Katerina for lovingly decorating the baptismal candles; and
to our Narthex Committee for warmly welcoming all who visit our parish and seek to learn more
about the Orthodox Faith.

Finally, we thank the entire parish family of St. Thomas for its living witness to Christ. These bap-
tisms and chrismations are a reminder that evangelism is not the work of a few individuals but the
calling of the whole Church. Through your prayers, kindness, hospitality, and faithful example,
many hearts continue to be drawn to the beauty and truth of Orthodox Christianity.

May our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen them, guide them in His truth, and grant them many blessed
years as faithful Orthodox Christians.

“As many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. Alleluia.”
Many Years to our newly illumined brothers and sisters in Christ!

With love in Christ,
Fr. Georgios
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Saint Thomas Greek Orthodox Church Featuredin Interview

on Byzantine Iconography

he completed iconography of Saint Thomas Greek Orthodox Church in Cherry Hill, New

Jersey, was prominently featured in a special interview with internationally known iconogra-
pher George Giariskanis, who used our parish as one of the central examples in speaking about the
beauty, meaning, and spiritual mission of Byzantine iconography.

Throughout the interview, Saint Thomas was presented not simply as another completed project,
but as a living example of how a parish can preserve the Orthodox tradition and pass it on to fu-
ture generations through sacred art. Mr. Giariskanis spoke about the challenge of completing and
unifying the iconographic program of the church, carefully bringing together older existing work
with the newly completed upper sections, dome, and surrounding spaces so that the entire church
would speak with one harmonious visual and theological voice.

His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, who also spoke during the program, re-
ferred to the deep importance of iconography in the life of Orthodox Christians in America. He
emphasized that iconography is not simply decoration, but theology in visual form — a witness of
faith that teaches, inspires prayer, and preserves our identity as Greek Orthodox Christians in the
diaspora. Referring to Saint Thomas, he noted that the completed iconography now serves not only
our own faithful, but also visitors, helping them encounter the Gospel and the life of the Church
through what they see on the walls of the temple.

A moving recorded message was also offered by Fr. Georgios Oikonomou, who spoke with love
and admiration for the people of Saint Thomas. He reflected on the sacrifices of earlier generations
who built the parish and on the decision to complete the iconography not according to what was
cheapest, but according to what would best serve the Church and the generations to come. He
noted that the people of Saint Thomas undertook this work with vision, faith, and a desire to leave
something lasting “for the ages,” and he also emphasized the missionary effect of the completed
church, as many visitors are deeply moved by its beauty and spiritual presence.

The interview also included remarks from Parish Council President Archon Anastasios Efstra-
tiades, whose leadership, together with the dedication of the parish, helped bring this great work
to completion. His participation in the discussion reflected the strong sense that this achievement
belongs not only to an artist or a committee, but to the entire Saint Thomas community.

What emerged from the interview was a powerful affirmation of what our parish has received.
The iconography of Saint Thomas is not merely the completion of a long-awaited project. It is a
sacred inheritance, a theological witness, and a visible expression of the love, sacrifice, and faith of
a community that desired to build something beautiful and enduring for its children and for the
generations yet to come.

For all of us at Saint Thomas, it was especially moving to see our parish held up in such a public way
as an example of how the beauty of the Orthodox faith can be preserved, completed, and offered to
the world with reverence and vision.
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Instructional Divine Liturgy for Our

Summer Camp Children.

On June 24, as we celebrated the Nativity of the Honorable and Glorious Prophet, Forerunner,
and Baptist John, we gathered for the Divine Liturgy with the participation of our St. Thomas
Summer Camp children.

For educational and catechetical purposes, and while explaining the major parts of the Divine
Liturgy, we celebrated the Holy Eucharist from the solea so that the children could better see, un-
derstand, and experience the beauty and meaning of Orthodox worship. It was truly a unique and
blessed experience for everyone.

I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to our camp directors, advisors, staff, campers, and
their parents for the outstanding work they are doing. Thank you for helping create such a joyful,
faith-filled, and enriching Summer Camp for our children.

In Christ,
Fr. Georgios
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A Busy and Fruitful Year for the Daughters of Penelope, Nike
Chapter #230

Nike Chapter #230 enjoyed a full and active season of fellowship, service, and charitable

outreach, with members participating in a wide range of meaningful events and projects.

Among the highlights was the District 5 Festival of Tables on March 7, where the chapter was
honored with the award for Best Presentation for its beautifully themed “Bridgerton Ladies” table.

The chapter also continued its strong commitment to charitable service. Members prepared
149 peanut butter and jelly sandwiches for Forgotten Haven, assembled snack packs for Ronald
McDonald House, and collected 2,000 books for BookSmiles, a project organized by Sister Denise
Pappas-Sosi. In addition, the chapter supported the Walkathon fundraiser for Penelope Place and
raised funds for the St. Penelope Iconography Project.

A particularly special moment this year was the recognition of Sister Christine Onken, who was
honored for 27 years of devoted service through the Knitting Group in support of Healthy Start
Baby Charity. Her long-standing dedication stands as a beautiful example of the spirit of service
that continues to define the chapter.

Members also enjoyed opportunities for fellowship and community life, including attending a
Flyers Game Night, which added a joyful social dimension to an already busy year.
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Through all of these efforts, Nike Chapter #230 continues to reflect a spirit of generosity,
friendship, and dedication to service. Its members remain actively engaged in supporting
charitable causes, strengthening bonds within the chapter, and contributing in meaningful ways
to the wider community.
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