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“For the Ages”: Saint Thomas Greek Orthodox Church Cele-
brates Completion of Sacred Iconography

By Cosmos Philly Staff | February 20, 2026

After three years of prayerful anticipation and sacrificial devotion — and nearly a decade of vision and plan-
ning — the faithful of Saint Thomas Greek Orthodox Church gathered for a sacred and historic evening
celebrating the completion of the interior iconography of their beloved church, a work truly “For the Ages.”

The celebration began with a solemn Paraklisis service to the parish’s Patron Saint, the Holy Apostle Thom-
as. The service was led, on behalf of His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, by the Very Rev.
Archimandrite Christoforos Oikonomides, who conveyed the paternal blessings and heartfelt love of the
Metropolitan. In his remarks, he emphasized that His Eminence played an integral role in the realization of
the iconography project and that without his guidance, encouragement, and unwavering support, this sacred
endeavor would not have been possible.

Clergy of the Delaware Valley joined in prayer, filling the church proper alongside Archons of the Ec-
umenical Patriarchate, officials of the Metropolis of New Jersey, Philoptochos members, Parish Council
representatives, donors, neighboring parishioners, and many faithful who came to witness this milestone in
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SAINT THOMAS ICONOGRAPHY
"FORTHE AGES"

LAST CEILING SAINT:
Saint Cosmas the Poet
$20,000

LAST LOWER WALL SAINT:
Saint Porphyrios
$15,000
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Saint Thomas Organizations
PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY “ST.IRENE”  Rania Pappas: st.irenephiloptochossociety@gmail.com

YOUTH MINISTRIES Varah LK Kappatos: st.thomasgocyouthministry@gmail.com
ORTHODOX FAITH SUNDAY SCHOOL  Varah LK Kappatos: saintthomassundayschool@gmail.com
HOPE Olympia Anagnostou: saintthomashope@gmail.com

JOY Stephanie Docimo: saintthomasjoy@gmail.com

GOYA Karoline Kokolis: stthomascherryhillgoya@gmail.com
HELLENIC SCHOOL Margarita Zografos-Vrettos: principal@hellenicschool.org
HELLENIC SCHOOL PTO Effie Maltabes: saintthomaspto@gmail.com

HELLENIC HERITAGE DANCE GROUP  Kathy Zografos: st.thomashhdg@gmail.com

SUMMER CAMP George & Nick Kleftogiannis: stthomascamp@gmail.com
SAINT THOMAS BOOKSTORE Mena Farag

MATURITY CLUB Ilias Kaliamouris

KALI PAREA Leonardos Manousos

SAINT THOMAS APARTMENTS George G. Horiates

GREEN COMMITTEE Diane Liakos & Denise Pappas-Sosi

AHEPA CHAPTER 69 Anastasios Malapetsas: tmalapetsas@gmail.com

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE Andrea Tsapralis: DOP.nikechapter230@gmail.com



Cherry Hill, March 1, 2025
My beloved parishioners,

By the Grace of God and with the blessing of our spiritual father, His Eminence Metropolitan Apos-
tolos of New Jersey, I have now completed the first six months of my ministry at Saint Thomas. These
months have truly been filled with God’s blessing, with a rich liturgical life, and with many events and
activities. Through all of this, I have gradually had the opportunity to get to know you personally, and
I consider it a great honor. Each one of you is precious and significant as an image of God. As a priest,
I 'am called to be a father to the entire community and to love everyone without distinction, following
the example of our Lord, who shows no partiality, as Saint Paul reminds us in Romans 2:11.

During these six months, we experienced two wonderful blessings that will remain important mile-
stones in the history of our parish. The first was the reception of the holy icon and sacred Epitrachelion
of Saint Iakovos of Evia, which filled our hearts with deep emotion. The second was the completion
of the iconography of our church. Your sacrifices and hard work bore fruit, and a beautiful and original
work has been entrusted to us, a precious legacy for future generations. Now every pilgrim and visitor,
as well as we ourselves, are able to enjoy this spiritual joy and beauty.

And now, as fellow travelers in the spiritual journey of our holy Church, we are sailing through the
sacred season of Great Lent with Holy Pascha as our destination. This period of the Triodion is like a
garden filled with the colorful flowers of sacred hymns and prayerful services, strengthening us for our
spiritual struggle. The Great Compline, the Presanctified Divine Liturgy, the Salutations to the The-
otokos, the Holy Unction, the Saturdays of the Souls, and above all the Sunday Divine Liturgies ofter
us many opportunities for repentance and renewal. The effort of fasting may be small, yet the spiritual
reward is great.

I thank you for your reverent participation in the services, and especially for your regular presence in
church and the conscious involvement of your children. It is truly beautiful to see our children wor-
shiping, receiving Holy Communion, attending Orthodox Faith Sunday School and Hellenic School,
participating in GOYA and in the Hellenic Heritage Dance Group. These moments give hope and life

to our parish.

I would also like to offer my heartfelt congratulations to the advisors and the dancers of HHDG who



represented our parish so beautifully at MDF, the annual festival of our Metropolis. More than a thoué
sand children from across the Metropolis took part in this excellent event. With your help and support,
I would like to set a goal for next year for Saint Thomas to have an even greater presence, with at least
fifty children participating, so that as many of our young people as possible may experience this unique
opportunity. At the same event, our parish choir, under the direction of our devoted Protopsaltis, Mr.
Anastasios Fakinos, chanted the sacred hymns with devotion and excellence and received warm and
commendable remarks from the judges.

Amid the many joys and blessings of life, there are also moments of sorrow. In recent days, we said
farewell with deep sadness and emotion to our sister Zoe Kousoulis, a faithful member of our church
whose life was closely connected to the life of our parish. We pray for her repose, as we do for all our
brothers and sisters who have departed from this life and now rest in the embrace of Christ. In honor-
ing their memory, we are establishing that each Saturday of the Souls, on the eve of Pentecost, we will
offer memorial services and commemorate by name all our parishioners who have fallen asleep in the
Lord from January 1st of the previous year until that Saturday of the Souls.

May you have a blessed remainder of Holy and Great Lent. May we be found worthy, by the grace of
the Triune God, to venerate once again the sacred Passion and the holy Resurrection of our Lord.

With love in Christ,

Protopresbyter Georgios Oikonomou

Ayannuévol pov evopiteg!

Me 1 Xdpt Tov @0l kat TNV vy Tov Zefacpwtatov Mntpomoditn pag Néag Iepoéng, kvpiov
Amootohov, cupnAnpwoa Toug £EL IpwToLG Uveg TG Stakoviag Lov otny evopia tov Ayiov Owpd.
Hrav npaypotikd €81 urveg mAnppuptopévol pe Ty vloyio Tov @eov, e TAovOLa AaTpevTikn (o), pe
TOAAEG ekdNAwoelg kat SpactnpLotnTes. Méoa amd avtd éxw TNV gvkatpia otyd otyd va oag yvwpilw
nmpoowmkd kat atoBdvopat daitepn T yra avto. Eiote Aot moAvTot kat omovdaiol wg elkOveg
OeoV Kal YW WG LEpEag kahodpat va gipat Tatépag OANG TNG KOLVOTNTAG KAl VA ayan® TOVG TAVTES
xwpig Stakpioetg akohovBwvtag To ayadd mapadetypa tov Oeov, Tov pag ayamd Sixws TPOcwTOANYia
(Pop. 2, 11).

Ye avtovg Tovg €& unveg eixape Svo Bavpdoteg evloyieg, oL KaTaypaPnKav wg omovdaia LOTOPIKA
yeyovota ywa tnVv evopia pag. To mpwto frav n vmodoxn Tng €kOVAG Kal TOL LEPOV EMITPAXNALOL
Tov Oociov lakwPBov ev EvPoia, mov yéuioe TG kapdiég pag pe ovykivnorn. To devtepo n ohokAnpwon
™G etkovoypdenong. O komog kat ot Quoieg oag émacav oMo Kat mapadodnke éva épyo dpopgo,
TPWTOTLTIO, TTOAVTIUN TTapakatadnkn yia Tig emdpeveg yeviés. Etot, kabe mpookvvnTnig kat emokEnTng
Kat PéPata epieig ot iStot amoAappAvovpe aUTH TNV TVEVHATIKT XApd Kol OHOP@LAL.



6
Kat twpa, ohot pali tafiduwteg 010 voegpd mvevpatikd kapdft tng ayiag pag ekkAnoiag mAéovpe

oto mélayog G Ayiag kat Meydhng Teooapakootng pe Apavt mpooptopov to Aywo Idoxa. H
nepiodog avtn tov Tpuwdiov eival évag KNTOG yerdTog pe ToAVvXpwia &vOn Tovg tepods HIVOLG Kat
TIG KATAVVKTIKEG TIPOOEVXEG, OTIOV OCPPALVOUAOCTE OOUNY EVWOIAG TTVEVUATIKNAG Kat Ttaipvovpe Suvapun
yla TOV TIVELHATIKO pag aywva. Méya Anodeimvo, Ilponytaopévn Bcia Aettovpyia, Xalpetiopol g
OcotoKov, Iepo Evyélato, YuxoodBPata kat mévw and oha ot Kuplakdtikeg Ocieg Aettovpyieg. Mikpog
0 KOTIOG TNG VNOTelag, OUwG HeyAaAn ) TVEVHATIKN avTAHOLPT He OAeG AUTEG TIG TTVEVHATIKEG EVKALPLEG.

Zag evyapLoTW yia TN CUUHETOXN 00G pe €VAAPela oTn Aatpeia Kal TPO TAVIWY yla TOV TAKTIKO
EKKANOLAOUO KAl T1) CLVELSNTI) OLPPETOXT TwV TadtwV oag. Eivat téoo opopgo va PAémovpie ta matdid
va AettovpyodvTatl Kat va kotvwvody, va mmyaivovv oto Katnxntikod kat to EAAnvikod XxoAeio, ot
GOYA, oto opevTiko.

Hbeda va ovyxapw péoa amd tnyv kapdid pov tovg vmedBvpovg kat ta mawdia tov HHDG mov
EKTIPOOMTINOAV TTOAD Opopea TNy evopia pag oto MDE tnv etota yloptr g MntpomoAng pag, pia
ekONAwom oty omoia ovppeTeixay meplocoTepa amod Xilia matdid and OAn T MntpdmoAn kat fTav pia
egatpetikn) Stopydvwon. Oéhw va Béow wg aToYO, pe TN Sikn oag Bondeta kat viooTrpiEn, Tov emMdUeVO
XpOVvo 1 evopia Tov Ayiov Owpd va €xel akOpa HEYAADTEPT) EKTIPOCWDTNOT (e TOVAAXIOTOV TIEVIVTA
ToudLd, MOTE Vo €XOVV 000 TEPLOGOTEPA TTAUSLA HTOPOVV AT TNV HOVadIK gvkatpia Kat eumetpia.
Zmv idta Stopyavwon kat 1 xopwdia tng evopiag pag vo ™ dievBvvon tov aftov IpwtoydAtn pag
Avaotaciov Qaxivov anédwoe Bavpaota ekkAnolaotikobg bUvovg anoonwvtag Wiaitepa Beppd kat
ETAUVETIKA OXOALAL ATIO TNV KPLTIKT EMUTPOTIN.

Avdpeoa oTig TOAEG xapéG kat evhoyieg avta ot (wr) vTdpxoLvy kat ot AVTtes. ETot Tig mponyovpeveg
nuépeg anmoxapetnoape pe Paded Aomn kat ovykivinon tnyv adeen pag Zwn KovoovAn, motd puélog
NG ekkAnoiag pag, mov n {wn g nTav appnkta ovvdedepévn pe T (wn ™G evopiag. [Ipooevydpaote
yla TV avamavot g, onwg PéRata kat yra GAovg Toug adeA@ovg Hag, Tov SLOTLXWE EPLYAV ATTO KOVTA
HOLG KO ovamaovTal Twpa oTny aykaiid tov Xplotod pag. Tipovtag tn pvhpn tovg kadiepwvovpe and
@étog kabe YoyoodpParo, mapapovr tng IlevinkooTtnc, va Tedolpe Lepd HVHOOLVA UVNHOVEDOVTOG
O\a TaL OVOpATA TWV EVOPLTWV HAG, TTOV eKoLpOnoav and tnv 1n Iavovapiov Tov mponyovpevov £Tovg
¢wg to Yuxooafparto.

Koo vriodomo tng Ayiag kat Meyaing Teooapakootng, €ife va aftwBovpe pe v Xdpt tov Tpioayiov
Oe0oV va TPooKLVIoOLE Kat pETOG Ta oentda [Tadn kat v Ayia Avdotaomn tov Kupiov pag.

Mze ev Xplotw ayann,

IIpwtonpeoPutepog lewpyrog Ocovopov



SAINT THOMAS PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
THE SAINT THOMAS MEDAL OF FAITH

Dear Fellow Parishioners,

As we approach the Paschal season our community is proud to have completed a nine year expansion and
renovation of our Ekklesia, our house of worship. The term “Ekklesia” is an ancient Greek word meaning
gathering. Itis the primary place where the People of God gather to worship the Most Holy Trinity. Therefore,
beautifying our Church is a paramount duty.

Since 1917, we did just that: We created the exonarthex (with the columns and the mosaic in the entrance.
We added a dome in the middle of the Church, a belltower and a stone exterior. And lastly, we added
prayerful iconography throughout the Church interior, following the theological guidance of our Orthodox
faith. On April 19, as we celebrate the fest of Saint Thomas, we will proudly look at these accomplishments
and give glory to God for guiding us to this joyful conclusion.

To celebrate the new beginnings of our community, we will institute this year the Sainbt Thomas Medal of
Faith. The concept comes from the Gospel. It reminds us for the young apostle Thomas, who for one minute
he asked for proof of the Risen Christ and the next minute he declared “my Lord and my God” Thomas’
faith helped him overcome his questions. Isn’t this the story of every Christian? We often question our
ability to achieve what seems unachievable, gut our faith in God brings us to the desired end.

We chose as the first recipients of this auspicious medal our parishioners George and the late Zoe Kousoulis.
Their faith and their dedication to the Church has been an example for us all. They are the embodiment
of Christ’s declaration to Thomas: “Blessed are those who did not see and believed” George and Zoe were
faced with the tragic death of their beloved daughter Danielle and yet they kept their faith in Christ and their
dedication to the Church. As we were planning this event, the Lord called Zoe to His House. She fell asleep
in the lord a few days before we unveiled the new iconography. Although she was not in the middle of the
Church looking up to the Pantokrator whose Holy image she and George dedicated in memory of Dnielle,
we know that she was up on the top of the dome with Him looking down on us. May her memory be eternal.

On the Sunday of Saint Thomas we will also celebrate another milestone in our parish: The ordination of
our own Charles Sandilos to the Holy Diaconate. The ordination shows the spiritual maturity of our parish
which did not only build one of the most beautiful byzantine churches in the United States, but it also
produces stewards who serve Christ in every possible way, including through the ranks of the clergy.

On this upcoming Pascha, let us thank the Lord for the gifts he has given us and let us pray for the strength
and faith of Saint Thomas to continue our mission to serve our community in South Jersey and through it
to serve Christ.

Kali Anastasi!

Anastasios Efstratiades
Parish Council President



STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM 2026

Saint Thomas has been blessed with many good
stewards who have been giving in order to pro-
claim the message of Christ. We all support our
Church from the gifts that God has bestowed
upon us. Some provide financial support, others
contribute in kind from their talents, but most
give both their talent and treasure. This is the
true meaning of “Yours from Your Own,” our
2026 Stewardship Campaign. We all give from
what God gave us. For that reason, we encour-
age you to continue being a steward of Saint
'Thomas or, if you are not a steward yet, to join
this flock of Christ which has been growing and
serving His Church.

All Orthodox Christians are united with Christ
through the sacraments, or mysteries, of the
Church and through our faithful offering of
our entire selves to Jesus Christ. The Parish is
a community of Orthodox Christians, an “Ek-
klesia” (which in Greek means “gathering”). We
all gather together to worship. In order to keep

the Ekklesia alive we need material resources to
meet the needs of the many ministries that the

Church supports.

St, Thomas needs for everyone to increase the
stewardship level so we can meet the ever-in-
creasing expenses of keeping the doors of the
Church open. Please keep in mind that mon-
etary stewardship donations are kept in the
strictest of confidence. We rely upon pledges
to better plan our annual operating budget (the
2026 budget approved by the General Assembly
for fair share is $530,000).

To that end, we developed a more flexible 2026
Stewardship Program to provide parishio-
ners with new ways to meet and increase their
commitment. Below are suggested amounts of
stewardship. Of course, if you can contribute a
higher amount we will appreciate it.

The Saint Thomas Stewardship Committee



How do we get to 1000 Stewards?

Pass this message along to your family and friends ! Each of you is a steward of
Saint Thomas. Reach out to all within your circles...to keep them in the fold, to bring
others back, to introduce, reintroduce and to reinforce that Saint Thomas is the
protector of each of us, our loved ones,

families and friends.

Be apostles. Each of us play an integral roll in stewardship.
Take a program from the narthex and a card and give to a loved one.
Forward this brochure on your cell phones and social media.

Explain the great works we do as an extension of the body of Christ.

STEWARDSHIP FAIR SHARE: $1,000 or $85 per month

In order to meet our financial obligations, the suggested minimum contribution is $1,000.
SPONSOR FOR A DAY: $3,000 (Average Daily Operating Expense)

Sponsor a unique 2026 calendar day (or half day) to honor a loved family member’s Name Day or
Memorial. Your name and honoree will be presented In the Weekly Bulletin.

PAYMENT PLAN DIRECT PAY:

Many of you give annually and others periodically. For those who with to make periodic payments,
any amount can be set up as a monthly payment made directly from your bank by going online by
scanning the following QR Code.

You can always send a check payable to Saint Thomas Greek Orthodox Church to the Church Office

http:/b.link/stewardship26



LITURGICAL SCHEDULE - MARCH 2026



LITURGICAL SCHEDULE - APRIL-MAY 2026
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'EVENT SCHEDULE

March 2026

SUN

General Assembly

0 8 @Danielle Kousoulis Cultural Center following the D. Liturgy

SUN Saint Thomas Telethon And Talent Show
O 8 6:00 PM
@Danielle Kousoulis Cultural Center
SAT Walking with Christ, Metropolis Fundraiser
1 4 11:00am @St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church
467 Grandview Ave, Wyckoff, NJ 07481
SAT Greek Orthodox Metropolis Of New Jersey

21

Sights + Sounds Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral,
808 N Broom St, Wilmington DE

25

AHEPA
Special Greek Independece Day Presentation in Honor of
the 250th Anniversary of the United States of America
by George G. Horiates, @Danielle Kousoulis Center
Dinner: 6:00pm, Presentation: 7:00pm

THU Saint Thomas Hellenic School

2 6 Greek Independence Day Celebration 4:30pm
@Danielle Kousoulis Cultural Center

FRI Service of Akathist Hymn

27

Potluck hosted by Youth Ministries
After the Service@ St. Irene Hall
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EVENT SCHEDULE

April 2026

SAT Saturday of Lazarus
O 4 Saint Thomas Youth Ministries Retreat

Following the D. Liturgy
SUN Easter Sunday, Vespers of Agape @ 10:00am
1 2 The Gospel of Agape read in different languages by Saint

Thomas GOYAns
FRI The Saint Thomas Gala
1 7 Honoring George and Zoe Kousoulis

7:00pm @ Luciens 81 W White Horse Pike Berlin, NJ

SAT-SUN SAINT THOMAS WEEKEND CELEBRATIONS
1 8 _1 9 Saturday 6:30 PM Hierarchical Great Vespers
Sunday 8:45, Orthros and Archpastoral Divine Liturgy
Presided over by

His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey
(Luncheon to follow for all in attendance)

FRI-SUN 2026 PHILADELPHIA GREEK PARADE
2 4 26 Friday 12:00 noon: Flag Raising Ceremony
- Saturday 5:00pm: The Elefhteria Gala

Sunday 1:00pm: Philadelphia Greek Parade
https://phillygreekparade.com/

May 2026

WED  saint Irene Philoptochos 46th Annual Bid-n-Buy
1 3 5:30 pm@Danielle Kousoulis Cultural Center

THU  Saint Thomas Golf Tournament 2026

21 1:00 PM
@Pennsauken Country Club
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“For the Ages™:
Saint Thomas Greek Orthodox Church Celebrates
Completion of Sacred Iconography

By Cosmos Philly Staft, February 20, 2026

After three years of prayerful anticipation and sacri-
ficial devotion — and nearly a decade of vision and
planning — the faithful of Saint Thomas Greek Or-
thodox Church gathered for a sacred and historic
evening celebrating the completion of the interior
iconography of their beloved church, a work truly
“For the Ages.”

The celebration began with a solemn Paraklisis ser-
vice to the parish’s Patron Saint, the Holy Apostle
Thomas. The service was led, on behalf of His Em-
inence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, by
the Very Rev. Archimandrite Christoforos Oikon-

omides, who conveyed the paternal blessings and
heartfelt love of the Metropolitan. In his remarks,
he emphasized that His Eminence played an inte-
gral role in the realization of the iconography project
and that without his guidance, encouragement, and
unwavering support, this sacred endeavor would not
have been possible.

Clergy of the Delaware Valley joined in prayer, fill-
ing the church proper alongside Archons of the Ec-
umenical Patriarchate, officials of the Metropolis of
New Jersey, Philoptochos members, Parish Council
representatives, donors, neighboring parishioners,
and many faithful who came to witness this mile-
stone in the life of the community.



A Vision Born in 2017

In remarks delivered by Archon Anastasios Efst-
ratiades, President of the Parish Council, the com-
munity was reminded that this journey began in
2017, on the 50th anniversary of the opening of the
Church, when the faithful overwhelmingly resolved
to complete the church and enhance its architectural
integrity in accordance with Byzantine tradition.

During the consecutive presidencies of George
Horiates, Stathis Karadonis, and Dimitri Rozanitis
— under the guidance of then-Proistamenos Very
Rev. Archimandrite Christoforos Oikonomides
— the renovation plan was conceived and the first
stage completed: the construction of the exonarthex,
adorned with columns and a portico.

'The entrance was beautified with a mosaic of Christ,

flanked by the Panagia and Saint Thomas.

Plans for the Dome, Bell Tower, and exterior stone-
work were finalized in 2018. In 2019, Mr. Efstratia-
des assumed the presidency of the Parish Council
and, with the support of Father Christoforos, build-
ing committee chair George Horiates, and the faith-
tul, brought the construction phase to completion.

As soon as that work concluded, the parish turned its
focus to iconography — only to face the unexpected
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challenge of the COVID-19 pandemic, which tem-

porarily slowed progress. Yet the vision endured.

In2023,under the presidency of George Horiatesand
the guidance of the new Proistamenos, the Very Rev.
Archimandrite Avgoustinos Psomas, the iconogra-
phy project resumed with renewed determination.
With the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan
Apostolos, the parish engaged the world-renowned

iconographer, Georgios Giariskanis of Thessaloniki.

Theology in Color: The Sacred Work
Unfolds

M. Giariskanis’ reputation spans the globe, and his
work at Saint Thomas reflects the theological order

and prayerful tradition of the Orthodox Church.

'The first phase brought to life the majestic Panto-
crator in the Dome, surrounded by angels, prophets,
and the righteous of the Old Testament — execut-
ed in strict accordance with Orthodox theological
tradition. As Mr. Efstratiades reminded those gath-
ered: “In the Orthodox Church, our architecture,
our painting, our music — they are not art; they are
prayer.”

'The second phase included more than sixty saints
depicted along the lower walls — perhaps one of the
largest synaxes of saints in any Orthodox church in
the United States.
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The final phase completed scenes from the New
Testament across the ceiling, restored original icons
dating back decades, and culminated in a singular
and unprecedented work: a large rear panel dedicat-
ed to the life of Saint Thomas.

Created through deep study of Scripture and Holy
Tradition — much like the early iconographers —
the panel depicts the baptism of a prince in India,
Saint Thomas teaching the people of India, and his
holy martyrdom. This original composition exists
nowhere else and will indeed remain for the ages.

A Witness of Faith and Memory

Particularly moving was the recognition of the first
and largest benefactors of the iconography project
— George and the late Zoe Kousoulis — who spon-
sored the Pantocrator in loving memory of their
daughter, Danielle Kousoulis, who tragically lost her
life in the September 11 attacks at the World Trade

Center.

'The community had previously renamed its cultural
center in Danielle’s memory.

As Archon George Horiates, Chairman of the Ico-
nography Committee, spoke, he also addressed the
family’s recent sorrow: Zoe Kousoulis had fallen

asleep in the Lord just days prior, as she prepared
to come to Church and chant in the choir. For their
unending faith through unspeakable tragedy, George
and Zoe were selected unanimously to be honored
by the community with its first ever “Saint Thomas
Medal of Faith” this coming April. With emotion
and compassion, he oftered condolences to her son,
Peter, who was seated in the front pews, speaking
of the heavenly reunion now shared by mother and

daughter.

As the interior was revealed in its fullness, the Pan-
tocrator gazed down from the Dome with compas-
sion while many lifted their eyes heavenward in rev-
erent awe of the iconography, the recent events and
of divine providence.

“Only the Name of the Holy God is Glorified”
When Mr. Giariskanis was invited forward, the
congregation responded with heartfelt applause.
Trembling with emotion, gratitude, and holy awe,
he expressed that he felt the blessings of the Apostle
Thomas and the intercessions of Iakovos of Tsalikis,
the patron saint of the Metropolis of New Jersey.

In humility he declared:
“The church is revealed. The ego of the artist has no
place... Only the name of the Holy God is glorified.”



A Legacy for Future Generations

Protopresbyter Georgios Oikonomou concluded the
evening with profound gratitude to His Eminence
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Metropolitan Apostolos for his vision, paternal care,

and leadership. He thanked the faithful who labored
tirelessly and sacrificially to bring the project to fru-
ition.

“They sought what was best,” he said. “They did not
choose painters, but true masters reflecting the dig-
nity of the house of God — a house that future gen-
erations will enjoy.”

Indeed, what now adorns Saint Thomas Greek Or-
thodox Church is more than paint and plaster. It
is theology proclaimed in color, prayer expressed
in form, and faith preserved for generations yet to
come.

A vision begun nearly a decade ago now stands com-
plete — a sacred inheritance, a testament of unity,

and a gift truly “For the Ages.”



2((?:eorgios Giariskanis' Address at the Ofhicial
Presentation of the Completed Iconogra-
phy of St. Thomas Greek Orthodox Church,
Cherry Hill, NJ

Your Eminence, Metropolitan Apostolos of New

Jersey,

My beloved Father Georgios,
Reverend Fathers,

Dear and honorable President Archon Anastasios
Efstratiades,

Esteemed members of the Parish Council,

Beloved members of the Greek Orthodox Church
of Saint Thomas,

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ!

What unites us Greeks when we are far from our
homeland is our love for our mother country and
our shared faith in God our Father. This gives us
strength, courage, hope, and a vision for life.

'The great Nobel laureate, George Seferis, once said
something that perfectly expresses who I am as a
man of labor and dedication who has been close to
the Church since birth: "I do not know if I would
have been the same person had I not been born
Greek and Orthodox." This is my personal confes-
sion, which I present to you today.

At this moment, my heart trembles with emotion,
gratitude, and holy awe. I stand before you not mere-
ly to present a work of art, but to fulfill a vow, to offer
an act of prayer, faith, and obedience to God's will.

This church was not painted only with colors and
gold. It was painted with toil, tears, patience, and
trials, and, above all, with the Grace of God and the
protection of our Panagia, the most Holy Theotokos.

It was an achievement, a true feat. It was a difficult
journey filled with obstacles and moments when one

could have easily given up. Yet we arrived safely at
the harbor. Not because we were strong. But because
we were not alone.

We always felt the blessing of the Apostle Thomas,
guiding and sanctifying our hands as we adorned his
holy temple. We felt the intercession of Saint Iako-
vos Tsalikis, the patron Saint of the Holy Metropolis
of New Jersey, whose sacred icon we recently paint-
ed. Through him, we experienced the miracle of his
coming among us.

God went before us.
'The Panagia held our hand.
All of you walked beside us.

You strengthened our hands so that we could com-
plete this masterpiece, which we now humbly place
in your care.

First and foremost, I would like to express my deep-
est gratitude and respect to our Metropolitan, His
Eminence Apostolos of New Jersey. Our relation-
ship is not merely formal. It is fraternal and was born
years ago in the blessed Monastery of Saint Anas-
tasia in Thessaloniki. Your support, Your Eminence,
your understanding, paternal love, corrections, and
observations, have been an invaluable foundation for
me and our community.

I would also like to thank Fr. Avgoustinos Psomas,
the former priest of the community, for making the
initial contact and inviting me to undertake the ico-
nography of this holy temple.

Special thanks go to Fr. Georgios Oikonomou, the
Proistamenos of this parish, a man of empathy and
love for all. It is no coincidence that he is my fellow
Thessalonian. He embodies the virtues of a Greek
who holds Christ and Greece in his heart and faith-
tully fulfills his sacred duty. His cooperation with us
was fraternal and blessed, and I will always remem-
ber it.

I thank the president of the community, Archon
Anastasios Efstratiades, with deep appreciation. He
is a man with a capital "M." He stood by our side
from the very beginning until the completion of this



sacred task. I would also like to thank the chair-
man of the iconography committee, Archon George
Horiates, who was tireless and ever-present, a truly
invaluable collaborator. Their kindness, integrity, and
dedication will remain unforgettable to us. From the
first day of our work together, you embraced us with
love, respect, and trust. Your character and ecclesias-
tical ethos set an example for us.

'The art we serve is not merely a profession. It is tra-
dition. It is responsibility. It is a witness. It is a sacred
mystery.

We remain faithful to the Byzantine tradition by se-
lecting the highest quality materials because these
works belong not only to today, but also to tomor-
row and the generations yet to come. We are perfec-
tionists, not out of pride, but out of reverence.

By worldly standards, the cost of our work may not
appear "competitive." However, we do not produce
mass-produced religious items. We don't create
commercial images. We create sacred works that are
guaranteed to be of enduring quality and faithful-
ness.

This church presented us with a unique artistic
challenge. We were tasked with uniting the existing
Dodekaorton (the Twelve Feasts) icons, painted by
another artist, with our new work. We had to seam-
lessly merge two different techniques so that the
transition would be undetectable to the eye. We pre-
served what existed with respect, intervened where
necessary, renewed backgrounds, added new gilding
and Byzantine inscriptions, and consciously altered
elements of our personal style in certain sections. All
to serve the harmony of the whole. In the church,
after all, the iconographer is not what is displayed.
'The church is revealed.

'The ego of the artist has no place here.

Only the name of the Holy God is glorified.

For this project, we used a rare, time-tested mate-
rial: chemical gold, which is especially suited to the
United States' climate and ensures long-term pres-
ervation and durability. Future generations will un-
derstand the value of this choice. They will see and
admire the sacred inheritance you have left behind.
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From the bottom of my heart, I thank all those who
generously contributed, whether they were great or
small benefactors, because without your sacrifices,
this work could not have been completed.

Special thanks to the St. Irene Philoptochos Soci-
ety; the melodious chanter, Mr. Tasos Fakinos; our
beloved secretary, Maria Krontiris; and Mr. Louis
Centeno, the church's tireless helper, who stood by
us daily with practical assistance, kind words, and
acts of love.

I also thank my collaborators and assistants, both
those who traveled with me and those who worked
from Greece. Without companionship, art becomes
isolation. Trust, unity, and faithful execution brought
about this harmonious result.

Please allow me to speak as a husband and father as
well. I would like to thank my wife, Stella, who has
been my companion through the easy days and the
difficult ones. I thank my sister, Eleni, and her hus-
band, Kostas. I Thank my children, Petros, Fotis, and
Anastasia. They are my strength, my silent prayer,
and the love that sustains me on this demanding yet
sacred artistic journey.

I also feel the blessing of my parents. My late father,

Fr. Petros, blesses me from the heavenly altar, and
my elderly mother's prayers accompany every step
I take.

Finally, Your Eminence, my good Metropolitan and
worthy shepherd of this sacred stronghold, I ask for
your prayers. May God grant me and my collabora-
tors health and blessings so that we may continue to
serve the Church with works that glorify God and
bring consolation and spiritual rest to the faithful
souls who entrust us with such holy responsibilities.

Glory to God for all things!

Georgios Giariskanis
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Fr. Georgios' Address on the Presentation
of the Sacred Iconography of Saint Thomas
Cherry Hill, New Jersey

Your Eminence,

Reverend Fathers, my beloved brothers and sisters in
Christ,

Today is a day of celebration and doxology to our
Thrice-Holy God for the great blessing of delivering to
the devout faithful of Saint Thomas the completed work
of iconography. This is a project envisioned by faithful and
pious parishioners who, through the proper ecclesiastical
procedures of the Parish Council and the General As-
sembly, and above all with the blessing of our Holy Me-
tropolis, resolved to bring it to fruition.

As befits the history, the present, and the future of this
community, they sought what was best. They did not
choose painters, but true masters. They did not choose the
cheapest option, but that which reflects the dignity of the
house of God and a work that future generations will en-
joy and say with pride in Christ, “This was accomplished
by our parents and grandparents.”

Therefore, they selected the distinguished master iconog-
rapher, Mr. Georgios Giariskanis, and his collaborators.
Not only because he is internationally renowned, ac-
complished, and recognized, but because upon seeing his
work they discerned that it was the most beautiful and
fitting choice for Saint Thomas. I would like personally
to thank all those who, through their vote in the admin-
istrative bodies of the parish, and above all through their
love and generosity, contributed to the realization of this
sacred project.

'This work is the holy and precious inheritance you leave
to your children. When they come here to worship, to
bring their infants for the forty-day blessing, to baptize
and marry their children, and to pray for the repose of
their loved ones, they will rejoice in this beautiful and sa-

cred iconography.

Beyond the high aesthetic beauty of the result, these holy
icons also serve another very important purpose. They are
a testimony, a living and missionary proclamation to ev-
ery person of good will who enters our church as a vis-
itor. During the past six months, since I was given the
honor and blessing by our spiritual father, His Eminence

Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, to serve the par-
ish of Saint Thomas, many visitors from other Christian
denominations have approached me when attending a
sacrament here. All have spoken with admiration and awe
about these holy icons. We do not know how the Grace
of God works, and perhaps the beauty of these icons will
lead new brothers and sisters to Orthodoxy. I must per-
sonally confess that I feel especially blessed to celebrate
the Divine Services in a church so beautifully adorned.

At the first General Assembly after I assumed my du-
ties, a parishioner raised an important point, saying that
while the icons are very beautiful, it would be beneficial
to understand their content and symbolism. By the Grace
of God, we therefore began a weekly series of lectures ev-
ery Wednesday interpreting the holy icons. We are very
happy that, with these new iconographic compositions,
we now have rich material to continue this catechetical
journey for a long time.

Before writing this address, I tried to choose one icon to
say that it was my favorite, but I could not distinguish one
above the others, for each possesses a unique and unre-

peatable beauty.

In closing, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude
to our spiritual father and Metropolitan of New Jersey
for his spiritual guidance and leadership, his high vision
for our Holy Metropolis and each of its parishes, and his
paternal care for every aspect of ecclesiastical life. I thank
the President of the Parish Council, Archon Anastasios
Efstratiades, and all the members of the Parish Council,
the Iconography Committee under the Chairman Ar-
chon George Horiates, the General Assembly, and all the
members of the parish. From the bottom of my heart, I
thank the donors and all who contributed in their own
way to the completion of this historic project. Your finan-
cial generosity, and above all the generosity of your love
and hearts, inspire us to envision even greater works for
the good and progress of our parish.

Through the intercessions of the Holy Apostle Thomas
and by the prayers of our holy shepherd, His Eminence
Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, may God bless
you, your families, your children, the community of Saint
Thomas, and the entire world.

With love in Christ,

Protopresbyter Georgios Oikonomou



AdY0G €16 TNV TTAPOVGiacLY TNG LEPAG EIKOVOYPAPTGEWG
Ayiov Owpd,

Toépt XA\, Néag Iepaéng
Yefaopiwrtate, oefaotol matépeg, ayamnntoi adel@ot,

Zruepa givat nuépa yoptng kat dofoloyiag mpog tov
Tpiodylo Oed pag yla tn peydhn evhoyia va mapadidetat
otov gvAaPn Aad NG KowoTNTag ToL Ayiov Owpd
olokAnpwiévo To épyo Tng ewkovoypagnons. Eva épyo,
7OV opapatioTnkav ot TMoToi kat evoePeiq evopiteg kat
péoa amo TG ekkAnotaotikég dtadikaoieg Tov Evoplakov
Svppovdiov, g evikng Zvvélevong kat mdvw and Ola
™G evAoyiag amo v Iepd pag MntpdmoAn amopaoioav
va vlomotfoovv. Omwg Tatptaler otny wotopia, To Tapdv
Kat To PEAAOV auTrg TNG Kowotntag avalitnoav 6,1t
KaAvTepo. Aev Stahetav pmoyat(ndeg aAld pdotopeq.
Agv dtdheEav Ty @O emthoyn ald avtr) ov TatpLadet
0TIV ELTIPETELA TOV 0iKOV Tov g0V kat éva épyo, ov Ha
UTTOPOLV Va amolapBAavouy oL emOUEVEG YEVIEG Kal Vo
Aéve e ev XpLoTw VIIEPPAVELL «AVTO TO £PYO EYLVE ATIO
TOVG YOVEIG Kal TOLG Tanmovdeg pagy.

‘Etotenéhefav tov omovdaio paiotopa tng etkovoypagiag,
Tewpyto Tapiokdvn kat Tovg ovvepydteg Ttov. Oyl
povo yurti nrav Siebvovg @nung, Katalwpévog kal
avayvwplopévog. AMG yiati PAémovtag tn Sovletd Tov
gKpLvav TG eival 1 7o Opop@n Kal Kok emAoyn yia
Tov Ayto Owpd. Kat BéAw mpoownikd va evxaplotiow
OAovg 600VG e TNV YNPOo TOVG oTa SLOLKNTIKA Opyava
™G evopiag, o Tavw amod OAa pe TNV aydrn Tovg Kat TN
yevvatodwpia Tovg cuvéBalav oe avtd To €pyo.

To épyo autd eivar n ayia kat mOAOTIUN KApovopd
mov a@nvete ota madd cag. Qote 6TAv épyovrtal va
exkAnotalovtal, va oapavtifouv ta Ppéen Tovg, va
Bagtifouv kat va Tavtpevovy Ta moudtd Tovg oaAA& Kot
va TIPOCELXOVTAL YL TNV AVATOVOT TWV AyamnUEVOY
TOVUG TIPOCWTIWY, VO XALpOVTAL TNV TAVEHOPPN LT
ELKOVOYpAPN o).

Opwe, kTOG Ao TNV LYNAN WoONTIKY TOL ATOTEAETUATOG
VTAPXEL KAl [ia akOUa TOAD ONUAVTIKT AelTovpyia avtwv
Twv etkovov. Eivat pia paptopia, évagAoyog {ovtavog kat
LEPATIOOTOAIKOG TIPOG kdbe avBpwmo kakng mpoaipeong
7OV BpioKETAL OTNV EKKANGIA pag WG eMOKENTNG. Tovg
TelevTaiovg €L pveg, o éxw TNV T kot evhoyia and
TOV TTVELHATIKO pag matépa, Zefaocpudtato Mntpomolitn
Néag Iepaéng, kbplo AmoaTtolo, va dlakovw TNy evopia
Tov Ayiov Owpd, pe mAnclacav apketé Oekddeg
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EMOKEMTWY, Ol OTOIOL AVAKOUV 0f AAAa XPLOTLAVIKA

doypata xat PpéOnkav edw ya v TéAeon KAmolov
puotnpiov, kat OAot piknoav pe evBovotaouod kat §¢og yla
auTeg TG etkoves. Agv yvwpilovpe mwg evepyei n Xapig
Tov O£V Kal VEEYOUEVWG 1] OHOPPLAL AVTWV TWV ELKOVWY
va @epeL veoug aded@ovg pag atny OpBodotia. Onwg kat
EYW TPOOWTIKA OPeiAw Vo opodoyow OTL atcBavopal
Laitepa EVAOYNHEVOG VA LEPOVPYW OF Evay vad TOGO

opopga (wypaglopévo.

Katd v mpwtn Tevikn Xvvélevon petd tnv avdAnyn
TV kaBnkoOvTwy pov pia evopitiooa ébeoe éva {nTnua
AéyovTag OTL oL elkOVeG eival TOAD Opopees alhd Ba
frav kaho va yvwpilovpe To TEPLEXOUEVO KAl TOVG
ovppoliopovg tovg. ‘Etol Eexvioape pe tn Xdpt tov
@eob kdbe Tetdptn pia oelpd Stahégewv eppunvedovrag
TIG LEPEG EKOVEG KAl EHAOTE TTOAD XAPOVLEVOL, IOV TAEOV
LE TIG VEEG elKOVOYpa@LikéG oLVOETELG EXOVe DALKO, Yia
VA OUVEYIOOVIE Yia TTOAD KALpO aKOLLAL.

[Ipw ypdyw v opthio avth) Tpoontddnoa va emhédw pia
elova, yla va mw OTL oV dpece TEPLOCOTEPO ATO OAeG
A& Sev unodpeoa va Eexwpiow kapia, kabdg n kabepio
€xel HOVadIKT KAl AVETAVAANTITI OLOPPLAL.

K\eivovtag, Ba fjfeha va gvXaplotiow pe T oelpd Hov
TOV TIVEVHATIKO pHag matépa kat Mntpomolitn pag yua
NV mvevpatikn kabodrynon kat nyeoia, Tovg vynAovg
opapatiopots tov yla v lepd Mntpomohn kat kdBe
evopla Kat TNy Tatpikr @povtida yia kdbe Oépa tng
ekkAnotaotikng {wng. Tov IIpoedpo tov Evopuakod
ZvppovAiov, Apxovta Avactdoto Evotpatiadn, kat oAa
T HEAN Tov ZupPovhiov, TNV EMITPOTI ELKOVOYPAPNOTG
o tov Apxovta lwpyo Xwpidtn, tn Levikn Zvvélevon
Kat OAa Ta pEAN ™G evopiag. Evxaplotd péoa amnd tnv
Kapdid pov tovg Swpntég Kat dAovg 6oovG auvéPalav
pe Tov Sd Tovg TPOTO GTNV ONOKANPWOT AVTOy TOV
toToplkol €pyov. H owkovopkn oag yevvatodwpia,
pa mdvew amd Ola 1 yevvatodwpia Tng aydmng Kat g
KapOLdg oag, oG EUTVEOLY VA OPAPATIOTOVHE Kat AANa
£pya yta 1o KaAo kat tnv mpdodo g evopiag.

Atd tpeaPelwv tov Ayiov Amootdlov Owpd kat SUevXwv
Tov ayiov §e0mOTOL NUWY, ZePaciwTatov MnTpomolitov
Néag Iepoéng, kvplov Amootolov, o @edg va evhoyel
€006, TIG OLKOYEVELEG 0OG, Ta TTadLd Tag, TNV KovoTnTa
oV Ayilov Owd Kat OAO TOV KOGUO.

Me ev Xplotw aydmn,

IlpwtonpeoPitepog lewpyrog Owcovopov



Klnastasios Efstratiades' Address at the Ofhi-
cial Presentation of the Completed Iconogra-
phy of St. Thomas Greek Orthodox Church,
Cherry Hill, NJ

Your Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New
Jersey,

Rev. Protopresbyter Georgios,

Reverend clergy,

Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate,
Members of the Parish Council,

President and Members of the St. Thomas Philop-
tohos,

Dear Fellow Parishioners and Friends of Saint
Thomas,

Today is a great day in the history of this parish. Af-
ter three years of work, the iconography of the main
Church has been completed.

In times like this we first must pay tribute to those
who came before us and built this house of God,
which we were given the blessed opportunity to
adorn.

'The Hellenic Community of this area was organized
in the neighboring city of Camden, New Jersey since
the 1920s, approximately 100 years ago. First, they
were crossing the river and attending services at St.
George Cathedral in Philadelphia. Later they were
given permission to celebrate the Liturgy at St. Paul’s
Episcopal Church in Camden. Finally, in 1967, 59
years ago, they purchased this property and built this
Church, which was dedicated to Saint Thomas the
Apostle. 'Those early founders of this Church, the
“ktitopeg”, as we refer to them in Greek were not
rich. They were working families who made a small
wage every week. However, they all signed the mort-

gage personally, and from their weekly salary they

would put away a few dollars to make the mortgage
payment for their home, St. Thomas.

Those faithful individuals and families we commem-
orate today.

The original Church was a simple building with a
flat roof. However, the foresight of our predecessors
commissioned the icons of the Eortologio in the
1970s, which you see in the surrounding walls.

In 2017, on the 50th anniversary of the opening of
the Church, the community overwhelmingly decid-
ed to complete the Church building and add archi-
tectural elements to make this Church conforming
to Byzantine tradition. During the consecutive
presidencies of George Horiates, Stathis Karadonis
and Dimitri Rozanitis, and the guidance of the then
Proistameno Very Rev. Archimandrite Christoforos
Oikonomidis, the renovation plan was conceived
and the first stage of the construction, the exonar-
thex was completed (that is the area in the front of
the Church with the columns and the portico). The
entrance was adorned with a mosaic of Christ with
Panagia on the one side and St. Thomas on the other.
In 2018 we finalized the plans for the Dome, the
Belltower and the covering the exterior walls with
stone. God through the intercession of St. Thom-
as gave me the strength to serve as president of the
Parish Council in 2019 and complete this work with
the support and guidance of our Proistameno Fa-
ther Christoforos, the invaluable assistance of the
building committee chair, George Horiates and the
support of all the parishioners.

As soon as we completed the construction we set our
eyes to the iconography. Then, COVID came in our
midst and slowed down our plans.

However, in 2023, under the presidency of George
Horiates and the guidance of our new proistameno
the Very Rev. Archmandrite Avgoustinos Psomas,
we started planning again the iconography project.

In 2023 with the Blessing of His Eminence Met-
ropolitan Apostolos, we proceeded with engaging
Mr. Georgios Giariskanis, a renowned iconographer
from Greece to proceed with the iconography. In.



2024, George Horiates became chair of the ico-
nography committee and I succeded him as Par-
ish Council President. George did an amazing job
fundraising for this wonderful project. The first and
largest donor was the couple of George and the late
Zoe Kousoulis who pledged the icon of Pantokrator
in memory of their daughter the beloved Danielle.
Zoe fell asleep in the Lord last Sunday as she was
getting ready to come to Church and chant in the
choir. May her memory be eternal.

Mr. Giariskanis’ reputation is worldwide. Having
studied in the Athoniada School of Iconography,
the most renowned institution for byzantine ico-
nography, located in Mty. Athos (Agion Oros), he
has beautified churches in Greece, Germany and
the United States. He sits on the committee of the
Church of Greece that approves the iconography of
every Church building. Mr. Giariskanis was faced
with an enormous task. An octagonal Church with
a large ceiling has a tremendous amount of work.

He did it methodically:

. First he completed the Pantokrator, sur-
rounded by the angels and then the prophets. At
the lower part he put the Just of the old Testament.
All that was done in accordance with the Church’s
theological order. In the Orthodox Church, our ar-
chitecture, our painting, our music they are not art,
they are prayer. And prayer is performed not just by
words, but also by the actions of the architect, the
iconographer, the chanter.

. 'The second phase of Mr. Giariskani’s work
was the icons of more than 60 saints in the lower
walls of the Church. This is probably the largest sy-
naxix of Saints in the United States.

. Then came the last phase, which was the
painting of scenes from the New testament in the
ceiling and the restoration of the original icons sur-
rounding the Church from the 1070s.

. This last phase included the most unique
work the panel in the back of the Church dedicat-
ed to the life of St. Thomas. This original work does
not exist anywhere and our iconographer. Mr. Gi-
ariskanis had to create the scenes by studying the
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scriptures and holy tradition the same way the early

Christian iconographers did. The scenes on the pan-
el depict, first on the right the baptism of a prince
in India, in the center Thomas teaching the people
of India and on the left the martyrdom of the Saint.
'This unique work is going to remain for the ages.
The project was not without challenges. We had
many obstacles along the way. However, I want to
thank you His Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos
of New Jersey for his continuing support, advice and
encouragement from the beginning of this project,
so that this Orthodox community keep the faith,
continue the fight and reach the end of the road to-
day.

I ' want to thank the person who did all the fundrais-
ing for the project, George Horiates. Without his
tireless efforts we would not have been able to fund
this project.

Also,I am grateful to the Parish Council, the Philop-
tohos, the Church ministries, the Saint Thomas of-
fice staff, and so many friends of St. Thomas who
contributed in time, talent and treasure to make our
iconography a success.

Since I was given the blessing to preside over the
construction and the iconography work, something
that I was not worthy spiritually to handle, I want
to thank the Proistamenoi who gave me spiritual
guidance in the process, Father Christoforos, Fa-
ther Avgoustinos and Father Georgios. Although
Father Georgios came at the end of this process he
has proven to be a very spiritual person and a good
administrator, whose wise advice has been of great
help to us.

One special thank you goes to our patron and pro-
tector, St. Thomas: A young man who followed Jesus
Christ and has often been forgotten for all he did.
We know that Saint Thomas watched over us to see
this project to its completion, and I am sure he is
happy to see us honor him in such a special way.

At the end and above all let us give Glory to God
for allowing us to see this beautiful prayer to Him
completed through the intercessions of His Holy
Mother the Theotokos, His Apostle Thomas and all
the Saints that surround us.
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SAINT THOMAS MEDAL OF FAITH GALA

On Friday, April 17, 2026, Saint Thomas
Greek Orthodox Church will celebrate years
of love, faith, dedication, and progress at
Lucien’s Manor.

The Gala will honor George and the late

Zoe Kousoulis, who have dedicated their

time, talent, and treasure over the years—

first as founders and later as benefactors of

Saint Thomas Church. They helped finance

the renovation of the Cultural Center and

humbly allowed the renaming of the Cultur-

al Center to the Daniele Kousoulis Hellenic

Cultural Center in honor of their daughter,

who tragically lost her life in the events of

September 11,2001, in the terrorist attack on the World Trade Center in New York City. George and Zoe
opened the doors to the newly renovated fagade, leading to the restoration of the church itself, and provided
a substantial contribution to that effort, including the donation of the Pantocrator in the new dome.

This year’s Gala will be bittersweet, as our beloved Zoe Kousoulis passed away on February 15, 2026. She
will always be remembered for her warmth, dedication, and tireless service to our church community. Zoe
was a longtime member of the Saint Thomas Choir, the St. Irene Philoptochos Society, and the Daughters
of Penelope. She worked tirelessly for the annual Agora Festival, and alongside her many commitments to
the church, she supported George in his business and raised a loving and beautiful family.

'The Parish Council determined the Medal of Faith will be awarded to a parishioner who has shown pro-
found love, faith and dedication to the Orthodox faith and our Saint Thomas parish and community. It is a
way to honor those who have gone beyond the normal bounds for the life of our parish.

'The evening will feature a special musical tribute in honor of the Kousoulis family, presenting a rich and
immersive program rooted in the sacred and cultural traditions of Hellenism. This commemorative program
will be offered by the School of Byzantine Music of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America Choir,
the Saint Thomas Choir, and The Politico Ensemble. Blending the solemn beauty of Byzantine hymnology
with the vibrant spirit of traditional Greek and Asia Minor folk music, the program will reflect the breadth
of Hellenic musical heritage—from Constantinople and the islands to the mainland and beyond—celebrat-
ing both faith and culture in a unified artistic expression.

The Gala will be held on April 17, 2026, at Lucien’s Manor. For more information and to reserve a table,
please call the church office at (856) 665-1731 or speak with a Parish Council member.
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SAINT

IRENE

PHILOPTOCHOS

To say that the St. Irene Ladies Philoptochos have
been busy during the past couple months and always
is an understatement! From the Agape Outreach
(Homebound and Seniors Ministry), to the “Feed
the Hungry” casserole making, to the Angel Tree
for Covenant House, the parish Christmas card, the
beautiful poinsettias that decorated our beautiful St.
‘Thomas for Christmas and the Vasilopitas- prepared
with prayers and blessings of the Sisters of Agia Ske-
pi - we celebrated Christ-mas the happiest and most
special feast, the birth of our Savior with reverence
and joy! And let’s not forget the mailing — church
stewardship and important documents mailing plus
our St. Irene Philoptochos mailing — 2026 mem-
bership, Easter fundraisers and the upcoming Bid-
n-Buy flyers. A shout out to all the St. Irene ladies
- board and members - for their constant commit-
ment and LOVE to our Blessed Ministry, our pa-
rishioners and community for their support and last
but not least, our Spiritual Advisor, Father Georgios
for his sincere encouragement and dedication!

“Hats, Mittens / Gloves & Scarves” Drive: The be-
ginning of December found St. Irene Philoptochos
wrapping up the “Hats, Mittens / Gloves & Scarves”
Drive that was held in November! THANK YOU
to all our members and parishioners who donated
items. We appreciate everyone who contributed to
this effort. Your kindness makes a real difference!
'These donations help the students at H.B. Wilson
School and The Martha F. Wilson Early Childhood

Development Center — both in Camden, New Jer-
sey - stay warm during the cold winter months. St.
Irene Philoptochos Board Member, Helen Gioulis,
stepped up to help with this year’s drive logistics and
coordination, and work together with our fellow pa-
rishioners, Koula Kotsedakis and Angela Bolduri-
an, who teach at these schools. There were enough
beanies and gloves for all the kids in both schools.
'The Martha F. Wilson Early Childhood Develop-
ment Center students received most of the scarves
and the items for the H.B. Wilson School students
were organized in boxes by class based on the num-

bers provided.

Martha F. Wilson Early Childhood Development
Preschool and Kindergarten has 376 students and
the H.B. Wilson Elementary School - Kindergarten
to 8th grade has 400 students. 776 students received
beanies and gloves that were age appropriate. Addi-
tionally the Early Childhood Development Center
kids also received 173 scarves. Our parishioners gen-
erously provided beanies, scarves, gloves for 230 stu-



dents. St. Irene Philoptochos provided 548 students
with beanies, scarves, hats and also provided each
school with $150 worth of supplies, such as Lysol
wipes, bottles of hand sanitizer, tissue boxes, and fra-
grance-free wipes. These supplies were suggested by
the two teachers to help the kids get through winter
colds, and to help prevent the spread of colds and flu.

Christmas Dinner: Our Annual Christmas Dinner
was held on Tuesday, December 9th at the Mansion.
It was a wonderful evening and everyone who came
enjoyed the great food, the wonderful company, and
a night full of joy- the Greek kefi that always comes
with the great Parea. This year’s chairpersons were
Roula Criaris and Peggy Christis who made sure ev-
erything was well planned. D] Maki entertained us
with festive and Greek music and we had the hon-
or and the pleasure to share the night with the best
Agios Vasilis — Father Georgios! HOHOHO!!!

We extend our sincere gratitude to Mrs. Kolovos and
Mrs. Baroody and their staff for taking such great
care of us. We also acknowledged our Philoptochos
Ambassador Award Honoree, Mrs. Sophia Hanos
and presented her with an icon of our Chapter Pa-
tron Saint, Agia Eirini. It was truly a Festive Night
for Everyone! Come and join us next year! Kat tov
xpovou!
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AGAPE Outreach Ministry: Our “Agape Out-

reach” Philoptochos members gathered - a few days
before Christmas - to prepare Christmas gift bags
for our parishioners who are homebound, in assisted
living, are residing in long term care facilities and
the Greek residents at the St. Thomas Senior Apart-
ments. The bags included a small festive box with
some melomakarona and kourabiedes, a Christmas
card with handwritten Christmas wishes, and a
goodie bag with some essential items. Father Geor-
gios visited them and delivered the bags personally.
A small action of love, concern and comfort and a
reminder that they remain in our hearts.

'The day we prepared the gift bags, we had the great
pleasure to WELCOME Presvytera Anastasia to St.
Irene Philoptochos whose assistance with preparing
the gifts and her cheerful personality are such a great
addition to our Ministry!
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Angel Tree for Covenant House: The 2025 Angel
Tree included 88 tags. All of them were claimed and
all gifts came back. Such a great blessing! Two full
carloads of gifts! We can’t thank our members and
parishioners enough for giving to such wonderful
causes. Some of our Sunday School students made
beautiful Christmas cards to go with the gifts! We
are deeply grateful to our community for your sup-
port.

Feed the Hungry Program: It is a great blessing for
our Philoptochos to be able to continue the “Feed
the Hungry” initiative — a very worthy program. On
Tuesday, December 16, we gathered to support our
neighbors and make casseroles, a small act of kind-
ness to feed the hungry and warm their hearts. No
one should go hungry. With the continuous assis-
tance of the Kali Parea and Parish Council mem-
bers, we made 110 that included chicken in red
sauce, penne pasta, vegetables and cheese. These cas-
seroles help feed the homeless men who shelter or
visit St. John’s Hospice and rely on the goodness of
others for their food, clothing and prayers. SJTH goes
through 80 casseroles each day to serve over 250 in-
dividuals. One casserole provides a hot meal to 6-8
members of our community.

Again, on Friday, January 23, we were able to pre-
pare 97 casseroles. Preparation started Friday morn-
ing when some gentlemen of Kali Parea/Maturity
Club and Parish Council got together to prepare the
chicken, sauce, vegetables and pasta. 97 casseroles
means that 776 meals will be served at St. John’s
Hospice.

Did you know that between 2023 and 2024, home-
lessness increased by 9.8 percent in Philadelphia,
and the number of people who were unsheltered
increased by 38.2 percent? Saint John’s Hospice pro-
vides emergency shelter for up to 30 individuals ev-
ery night of the year.

Learn more @ https://saintjohnshospice.org
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Christmas Poinsettias: One of our Christmas

fundraisers is the Poinsettias. The beautiful red and
white plants that decorate our beautiful St. Thomas
for Christmas were delivered on Friday, December
19. Poinsettias are one of the most iconic holiday
plants, loved for their bright colored leaves and they
are also a symbol of positivity, goodwill, hope and
other virtues.

We are so thankful for all our generous St. Irene
Philoptochos members and parishioners who do-
nated poinsettias In Honor of or In Loving Mem-
ory of beloved family members and friends this
holiday season. Thank you to our chairperson, Popi
Stamatiades.

Parish Christmas Card: The annual parish Christ-
mas card is a great way to extend Christmas greet-
ings to all our friends in our St. Thomas community,
and it is also very convenient and much less costly.
The person in charge was Darlene Mastrodemas,
and the proceeds of this project are offered to the
long list of all the charitable, philanthropic and be-
nevolent endeavors of the St. Irene Philoptochos.
Vasilopitas: This year’s Vasilopitas — New Year’s
Bread (with the lucky coin) were prepared with the
love, care, prayers and blessings of the Sisters at the
Agia Skepi (Holy Protection) Monastery at the
Poconos. Thank you to our chairs, Stacy Chrysso-
fos and Tulla Sandilos and all those who purchased
Vasilopitas and supported St. Irene Philoptochos!
Parish Vasilopita Celebration: St. Thomas Parish-
ioners came together on January 11 to celebrate with
a Vasilopita blessing and celebration following Di-
vine Liturgy. Father Georgios with the assistance of
Father Florin, cut the Vasilopita and offered a piece
for each of the ministry leaders, church organiza-
tions, afhiliated civic societies and passed pieces of
Vasilopita to all the faithful at the conclusion of the
Divine Liturgy. It was indeed a beautiful day and a
cherished tradition that our St. Irene Philoptochos
has been sponsoring for many years in our parish.
All monetary donations collected were sent to the
National Philoptochos Vasilopita Fund that benefits
St. Basil's Academy and the Youth and Young Adult
Program of the Archdiocese.

Cherry Hill Food Pantry Session: Tuesday eve-
nings- January 20 & 27 - 5:00-7:30 pm / Thursday
mornings - January 22 & 29 - 10:00am-1:00 pm.
Our volunteers braved the extremely cold weather
and freezing temps and served at the food pantry
to sort and pass out food to those in need. We are
incredibly grateful for the new volunteers who have
stepped up to help - your kindness warms the season
more than you know!

AGAPE Outreach — Bingo & Pizza: Did you say
B-I-N-G-O? On Thursday, January 29 we gath-
ered for Pizza, Bingo and Fellowship at the Senior
Apartments next door. That was a wonderful eve-
ning that started with pizza and the blessing and
cutting of the Vasilopita - by the Parish Council
Presidents, Tassos Efstratiades - to kick off the new



year and went on with Bingo and fun — some good
laughs were shared! Between the fun and the excite-
ment of great rounds of bingo, we were grateful to
spend the evening with our friend residents of the
apartments, and we can't wait to return soon! Bingo
winners were rewarded with small gifts of chocolate!
Valentines for Veterans: February was a month full
of love and heart! We celebrated the Month of Love
by preparing Valentines for Veterans at the transi-
tional program of the Veterans Haven South facility
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in Sewell, NJ. On Sunday, February 8, we created

100 treat bags filled with thoughtful items to be de-
livered to our veterans - a meaningful way to share
gratitude and care. Our gratitude goes to Vicky
Christodoulou who chairs our Veterans Program.

We also celebrated “Go Red Sunday”, coming to-
gether to raise awareness about cardiovascular dis-
ease and honor Heart Month. From service to cel-
ebration, St. Irene Philoptchos ladies are showing
what it means to care with purpose, faith, and heart!
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Founders Day Dinner: On February 10th, we got
together to celebrate our chapter’s 56th birthdgay'
We thought it would be a wonderful way to pay a
small tribute to our Founders, who started the St.
Irene Philoptochos back in 1970. Philoptochos is
the hope and the heart of our church and we believe
in the power of giving back. Kudos and thank you to
our chairs for the evening, Liz Loudon and Chris-
tina Korinthios for an event that everyone enjoyed

and will remember!

Baby Items Collection for Newborn in Need, Bur-
lington Chapter: We collected baby items for New-
born in Need charity, the Burlington chapter for the
whole month of January and two weeks of February.
Drive was very successful and again we are indebted
to our community for the support to all our endeav-

ors! Thank YOU!!



Easter Fundraisers: Our Easter fundraisers include
our famous Easter Koulourakia, Tsourekia with the
prayers and blessings of the sisters at the Agia Skepi
(Holy Protection) Monastery and Easter Lilies. We
have also planned Loukoumades sale on Sunday of
Orthodoxy, March 1 and Palm Sunday, April 5th.
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%Slaine Kyriacou Memorial Scholarships: St. Irene
Philoptochos is offering scholarship opportunities
to graduating high school seniors who are pursuing
higher education, to post-secondary school students,
and to graduate school students. The Elaine Kyriak-
ou Scholarship Fund was established to honor the
memory of the late Elaine Kyriakou, the great bene-
factress of St. Irene Philoptochos. Elaine generous-
ly bequeathed a sizable annuity which the St. Irene
Philoptochos Society is pleased to share as educa-
tional scholarships. The scholarship awards will be
based on a student’s scholastic achievement, church
and community participation, and financial need.
Deadline to submit a completed application packet
is May 18, 2026. To request an application packet
or for additional information, please contact Barba-
ra Cheston at barbaracheston@verizon.net or Helen
Gioulis at hg1818@comcast.net

Bid-N-Buy: This year marks our 46th Annual Bid-
N-Buy and since it is our nation’s 250th birthday,
our theme is “America the Beautiful”. The date is
Wednesday, May 13th and tickets are selling very
fast. If you are looking for admission tickets, please
contact Popi Stamatiades or Vicky Christodoulou.
We are also raffling a beautiful Louis Vuitton de-
signer bag the “Drop GM Monogram Leather”.
Tickers are on sale now and you can get them by
contacting Barbara Inglessis or Chrysanthe Simsir.
We are also raffling a Yeti wheeled cooler — red — to
match the theme colors — red, blue and white! Tick-
ets for the Yeti will be forthcoming!
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SAINT THOMAS TELETHON & TALENT SHOWCASE

Saint Thomas Greek Orthodox Church suc-
cessfully hosted its annual Telethon on Sunday,
March 8, 2026, bringing together parishioners
and friends for an evening of faith, fellowship,
and community celebration.

This year’s Telethon featured a special “Saint
'Thomas Got Talent” showcase, highlighting the
diverse gifts and talents within the parish. The
program included a wide range of presentations
from both youth and adult participants, reflect-
ing the vibrant and multi-generational spirit of
the Saint Thomas community.

Young parishioners shared their abilities
through participation in the Oratorical Festival,
musical performances on instruments such as
piano and bouzouki, vocal selections, and im-
pressive demonstrations of skill such as Rubik’s
Cube solving. Their enthusiasm and dedication
were a testament to the strong foundation of
faith, learning, and creativity being cultivated
within the parish.

'The evening also featured a special segment
by Theologos Horiates, who presented Lenten
culinary traditions and recipes, offering both a
practical and meaningful reflection on this sa-
cred season of the Church.

'The program was hosted by Makis Melissara-
tos, with the participation and blessings of Fr.
Georgios Oikonomou. Remarks and support
were also offered by Parish Council President
Anastasios Efstratiades and Assistant Treasur-
er George G. Horiates, whose presence under-
scored the importance of the event to the life of

the parish.



Broadcast live, the Telethon gave viewers near
and far the opportunity to engage with the life
of the Church while supporting its ongoing
ministries and initiatives. More than a fund-
raiser, the event served as a celebration of faith,
creativity, and the enduring commitment of the
Saint Thomas community.

As in past years, the Telethon plays a vital role
in sustaining the Church’s mission—supporting
its liturgical life, educational programs, youth
ministries, and outreach efforts. The generosity
of participants and donors ensures that Saint
Thomas continues to thrive as a spiritual and
cultural center for future generations.

'The parish extends its heartfelt gratitude to all
who contributed, participated, and supported
this year’s Telethon, making it a memorable and
meaningful success.
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" Saint Thomas Hellenic School
PTO

'The Saint Thomas Hellenic School PTO has had
a busy and rewarding year filled with gatherings,
tundraising, and giving back to our community! We
expanded our fundraising efforts to include Thanks-
giving pie sales, Tiropita and Spanakopita fundrais-
ers, and even a Bougatsa fundraiser. Thanks to these
wonderful initiatives, the PTO has been able to give
back to our students by celebrating OXI Day, host-
ing Christmas parties, Annual cutting of Vasilopita,
commemorating Three Hierarchs Day, and provid-
ing various special treats throughout the year.

Hellenic School Vasilopita Tradition 2026 In addition, the Saint Thomas Hellenic School
PTO is excited to sponsor a school trip for our
students this March to the Edelman Planetarium
at Rowan University. None of these efforts would
have been possible without the incredible support
of our generous families — we are truly grateful!

PTO Bougatsa Sale



On February 7, 2026, the Saint Thomas Hellenic
School PTO proudly hosted its 30th Anniversa-
ry Annual PTO Dinner Dance. This year’s theme,
“The Nisiotiko Glendi,” transported guests to the vi-
brant atmosphere of a Greek island celebration. This
milestone event was attended by our current Saint
"Thomas Hellenic School students and their families,
Father Georgios Oikonomou and his family, Parish
Council members, the current PTO Board, Hel-
lenic School Principal Kyria Margarita Vrettos and
our teaching staft, past PTO Presidents and Board

Members, and Hellenic School alumni.
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“THE ST. THOMAS
“KALI PAREA”
ENJOYSITS 19th YEARY”

The “Good Company” is a free-wheeling get-
together of Greek-American men, mainly
retirees, that meet once a week “cafe-style” to
drink their coffee, and to share their pleasant
company and discuss issues of interest. The
language is Greek. Everyone is welcome, every
Wednesday at 10am-12noon, especially new
members, that are received with great pleasure!
'The “Kali Parea” (KaAn Iapéa) started 19 years
ago in November, with three friends: Chris
Vranas of Mt. Laurel, George Kousoulis of
Haddonfield, and Chris Sivas of Cherry Hill,

meeting for coftee at the Moorestown Mall.

'They soon invited and attracted many more, and
it was not long afterward that they moved their

“kafeneio” to a small room in the basement of
St. Thomas Greek Orthodox Church at Cherry
Hill, NJ. This get-together became so popular
that the original meeting room was not large
enough, so it was moved to its present location,
at the St. Irene Hall of the same basement.
At this unique social gathering, there thrives
a culture of sharing historical perspectives,
humorous jokes, educational tidbits, fond
memories of Greece, and the experiences of
becoming Greek-Americans.

Over the intervening years, this unique group
has thrived, with the current number being 44
members. Each weekly gathering often exceeds

30 people, especially through the Fall through



Spring, when many return from their annual
visit to “The Homeland, Greece.” Their roots
come from throughout Greece, including the
Ionian and Aegean islands, the mainland North
and South, and the Peloponnese.

Most were born in Greece, and came to America
as young men, seeking their fortune in the “New
World,” met the difficult challenges of young
immigrants, and became successful businessmen
or professionals, family men, and community
leaders. They love their mother country, but also
share a deep affection for their second “Patrida,”

the USA.

As is to be expected, as most members are of
retirement age, over the passing years quite a
number have been called to join their maker,
and thus over 20 of the original group are
fondly remembered. We are happy to have
two of the founders, George and Chris, with
us. Although the “Kali Parea” remains — on
purpose — unofficial, so as to maintain its loose,
free-wheeling “cafeneio style” existence, it has in
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fact become a recognized and respected part of

the Greek community. It is always a pleasure to
be joined, at the Wednesday meetings, with St.
‘Thomas' recently welcomed Priest, Fr. Georgios
Oikonomou, who enjoys the company and
contributes to the discussions.

Several of its members, with experience in
restaurants, are part of the core of the volunteers
that man the kitchen and/or serving at various
community functions, including the annual
“Agora” (Greek Food Festival,) the monthly
Maturity Club's luncheons, and supporting and
being members of other social organizations
of the St. Thomas Church. The “Kali Parea”
supports the Church itself, as well as to the
various philanthropic societies such as the
Philoptochos, and others. Together with the
Maturity Club, the “Kali Parea” co-sponsored
one of the Saints of the recently completed
iconography project of St. Thomas Church at
Cherry Hill.
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AHEPA Camden Chapter 69 Honors
Anastasios Efstratiades

as AHEPAN of the Year

By Cosmos Philly Staff, February 3, 2026

Camden Chapter 69 of the American Hellenic
Educational Progressive Association hosted a testi-
monial dinner and dance on January 25, 2026, hon-
oring Anastasios Efstratiades as AHEPAN of the

Year. The event was held at the Adelphia Ballroom
in Deptford, New Jersey.

Efstratiades, president of Saint Thomas Greek Or-
thodox Church in Cherry Hill, was recognized for
his leadership, longstanding service to the commu-
nity, and dedication to AHEPA initiatives, includ-
ing the Journey to Greece program. He was also
honored for his role in advancing the church’s ico-
nography project, a major undertaking that has re-
shaped the parish’s spiritual and visual life.

The evening opened with remarks from Chapter
President Tasos Malapetsas, followed by reflections
from the Very Reverend Christoforos Oikonomides,
formerly of St. Thomas and now serving at Holy
Trinity Greek Orthodox Church. Proistamenos Fa-
ther Georgios Oikonomou of St. Thomas presented
Efstratiades with an icon of Saint Iakovos of Evia in
recognition of his lifelong service.

Federation President Harry Karapalides addressed
the gathering with a tribute highlighting Efstratia-
des’s commitment to Hellenic values and the Or-
thodox faith. District 5 Governor Lou Stefanou pre-
sented the official district commemorative plaque,
followed by a chapter plaque from the brothers of
Camden Chapter 69.



During the program, the chapter also marked the
completion of its $100,000 pledge toward the
church’s iconography project, a milestone that drew
strong applause from attendees.

Additional tributes were offered by Past Supreme
Presidents Savas Tsivicos and George G. Horiates,
who both spoke to Efstratiades’s decades of service

to AHEPA and the broader Greek-American com-

munity.

In his closing remarks, Efstratiades thanked his fam-
ily, the parish of St. Thomas, and his fellow AHEPA
brothers. Reflecting on his long involvement with
the organization, he emphasized AHEPA’s contin-
ued role in strengthening faith, heritage, and service
within Greek-American life.
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District 5 Hosts Successful Hellenic
History Tournament

On January 24, 2026, Camden Chapter 69 hosted
its 10th annual Regional Hellenic History Tourna-
ment. The annual event was hosted in the Danielle
Kousoulis Greek Center of Saint Thomas Greek
Orthodox Church in Cherry Hill, NJ. District Gov-
ernor Lou Stefanou and his lodge, along with the
local chapter host officers led by their President
Tasos Malapetsas were assisted by the Cherry Hill
Daughters of Penelope, Nike Chapter 230.

Students and parents came from all over as thirteen
teams came for a chance to win scholarship monies

and for the right to participate in the finals to be held
at the AHEPA Supreme Convention this upcoming
summer in Philadelphia, PA.The tournament orga-
nizer, PDG Steve Marmarou, welcomed the student
participants after a complimentary breakfast. There-
after, a total of seven different rooms in the complex
were used in servicing the 13 teams in a round robin
style. The finals of The Tenafly team, The Bergens
were pitted opposite Holmdel’s The Souvlaki Slay-
ers. Alas, the Tenafly team prevailed. The Bergens
and the Souvlaki Slayers will be competing in the
world championship this summer at the Supreme
Convention.



“DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE —
NIKE CHAPTER #230

On November 20, Nike Chapter #230 partici-
pated in a first of its kind Fundraiser in South
Jersey called Kiss Hate Goodbye. The event was
attended by 500 members from various Chari-
table organizations who came together to sup-
port a cause, whose mission is to replace division
with understanding and negativity with com-
passion. Nike sisters were joined by the Maids
of Athena Demetra #33. Sisters and Maids
beautifully decorated themed bears, which were
part of the fundraiser raffle. Proceeds went to
Kiss Hate Goodbye School Awards, ALS Hope
Foundation, Foodbank of SJ, and SJ Breast

Cancer Coalition.

L.PDG Eleni Boyadjis, Barbara Inglessis, Melissa Giambanis,
PDG Kelly Papacristos, Terri Diamantoukos, Denise Pappas,
Maria Pappas, Sandy Clark, MAV Ana Bousoulas.

On November 20th, we had the pleasure and hon-
or to visit and meet one of our Nike #230 founders,
Dorothy Suflas. It was a special visit with an amazing
lady, who welcomed us with a warm heart.

She spoke about the early beginning of our chap-
ter, how the daughters organized Bingo Games and
events to raise money for the St Thomas Church
building fund and our support for so many other
needs.

Even though she moved to Florida for thirty years,
she always kept her membership tied to our chapter.
Thank you, sister Dorothy Suflas, for your dedica-
tion and contributions to Nike #230!

PMDG Martina Harris, Zoe Kousoulis, Bonnie Stylianos, Anna
Marateo, Lola Gotzis, Christine Onken, Amani Mazahreh,
Dorothy Suflas.
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The Saint Thomas Choir

For more than fifty years, the Saint Thomas Choir has served the Divine Liturgy from the pews—not to per-
form, but to pray with the clergy and faithful. Our choir is made up of parishioners of every age, and every

voice offered is a gift freely given to God.

This February, our choir had the blessing of participating in the Metropolis of New Jersey Music and Dance
Festival (MDEF), and we were honored with the Platinum Award in the Mixed Adult Choir category. We
thank every choir member who committed time, attention, and heart to the preparation. In this issue we are
also sharing photos from the performance, the award, and the ceremony—moments that captured not only

the result, but the joy and unity behind it.

At the same time, our choir family has
recently experienced a deep loss. We
said farewell to Zoe Kousoulis, a devot-
ed member whose steady presence and
faithful spirit strengthened this minis-
try week after week. We will miss her
greatly, and we ask all parishioners to
remember Zoe and her family in your
prayers. May her memory be eternal.

If you feel drawn to this ministry—
whether you are experienced or a com-
plete beginner—there is a place for you.
Whether youre experienced or brand
new, there’s a place for you—your voice
helps support the Divine Liturgy.
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Sacraments and Remembrances
In this section of our newsletter, we will be sharing important milestones in the lives of our parishioners—
celebrating the sacraments of Baptisms, Weddings, and honoring those who have passed. We invite you
to join us in offering your prayers and support as we celebrate these special moments of faith and remem-
brance within our Saint Thomas family.

Baptisms Weddings
1/18/26- Amelia Monaco 1/17/26- George Armentani/Courtney Gutkowski
2/19/26- Kimia Allami
Funerals
Chrismations 12/12/25- Evlambia ( Bea) Patsaros
2/19/26- Meghan Oneil 12/19/25- Augoustis I. Grimanis
2/22/26- Laura DiDonato 12/23/25- Maria ( Mia ) Perez
2/22/26- Thomas Michael King 1/30/26-Grace A. Konstantinides

2/25/26- Zoe Kousoulis
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