SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2017

SUNDAY BEFORE EPIPHANY

NEW YEAR’S DAY EVE
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TODAY’S READINGS
Epistle: Il Timothy 4:5-8....page 125
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8....page 125

ALTAR CANDLE TODAY
...... is offered in honor of St. Anysia of Thessaloniki and for
the continued health of George Kappatos family.

DIVINE LITURGIES OF THE WEEK
Monday, January 1: NEW YEAR’S DAY — ST. BASIL
Orthros....... 9 AM D. Liturgy.....10 AM

Friday, January 5: EVE OF EPIPHANY (strict fast)
Great Hours Service.....8:30 AM D. Liturgy....10 AM
Greater Blessing of the Waters follows

Saturday, January 6: HOLY EPIPHANY (fast free)
Orthros....... 9 AM D. Liturgy.....10 AM

ANNUAL PASTORAL VISITATIONS
OF GREEK ORTHODOX HOMES FOR EPIPHANY SEASON
If you would like Father Christoforos to visit your
home for the Epiphany blessing, please fill out the
attached form or find it on our website and submit
your request to the Office 856-665-1731.

ANNUAL VASILOPITA CELEBRATION: SUNDAY, JAN. 7
The St. Irene Philoptochos will sponsor the annual cutting of
the St. Basil’s bread, Sunday, January 7, 2018 following the
Divine Liturgy. We ask that all organizations of our parish be
represented. It is also customary that a special contribution
is offered on this day and will be sent to the St. Basil
Academy in Garrison, New York, our Archdiocesan Child
Care Center.

ST. IRENE LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY NEWS:

“ONE WARM COAT” DRIVE- DEC. 2017 - JAN. 2018

The St. Irene Philoptochos will be collecting new and gently
used coats during December and January for “One Warm
Coat” and you can help! “One Warm Coat” is a national non-
profit organization that works to provide a free, warm coat
to any person in need and raises awareness of the vital need
for warm coats. The coats we collect will be distributed here
in our local community, to any person in need, without
charge, discrimination or obligation. You can help us spread
warmth! Further information to follow.

SAVE THE DATES FOR THREE UPCOMING MEMBERSHIP
AND FUNDRAISERS OPPORTUNITIES :

~ CHOCOLATE AND STRAWBERRY MEET AND GREET -
JANUARY 7TH, 2018. Join us after Divine liturgy during
coffee hour and learn more about what Philoptochos is and
WHY you should join this philanthropic organization TODAY!

~ “OPA-CIZE” - FEBRUARY 2, 2018 @ 7PM

Danielle Kousoulis Greek Cultural Center. Join us for a night
to remember as we exercise the GREEK way... OPA! This is
another opportunity to help Philoptochos with your heart
while exercising YOUR heart! Don’t miss out on a great time
and a lot of laughs! $20 Entrance fee — Proceeds to benefit
various Philoptochos Charities (babysitting will be provided
on premises)

~ FOUNDERS DAY LUNCHEON - SUNDAY, FEB. 25, 2018
Danielle Kousoulis Greek Cultural Center, 1 pm. Spend an
afternoon of fellowship and fun as we enjoy a delicious
meal, great conversation and listen and support a fellow
Greek-American, author; Demetra Tsavaris-Lecourezos -
author of 'Young World Travelers' and 'Ready, Set, OPA!'

KYPIAKH 31 AEKEMBPIOY 2017

KYPIAKH PO TQON QQTQN

MAPAMONH TMPQTOXPONIAZ
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ANAINQIMATA THMEPA
AmnootoAoc: B’ TiuoBeov 4:5-8.......0eA. 125
EuayyéAlo: Mapkov 1:1-8.......0eA. 125

KANAHAA ATIAZ TPAMNEZAZ ZHMEPA
....TIPOOPEPETAL TIPOC TNV TNC Aviag Avuaciag Kol UTIEP uyeiag Ko
gunueplog NG olkoyeveiag Nrewpylou Kammatou.

OEIEZ NAEITOYPIIEZ EBAOMAAQOZ
Agutépa 1 lavouap.: Al. BAZIAEIOY — MPQTOXPONIA

Napaok. 5 lav.: TAPAMONH OGEODANEIQN (NHITEIA)
Meyaleg Qpec OE0PAVEIWV.....ueeeeeeneeeeneenens 8:30 mp
Ocia Asttoupyia kat Méyag AyLaoHog......10:00 Tt

ZAapBp. 6 lav.: ATIA OEODANEIA (KATAAYZIZ EIZ MANTA)
'0p06po0¢...9 M O. Acttoupyia & Méyag AyLoaopog..10 mu

ATIAZMOZ EAAHNOPOOAOZQN OIKIQN
A THN EOPTH TQON OEOQDANEIQN
H eniokeyn tou matépa XpLoTOEOPOU OTIC OLKIEC TwV
EVOPLTWV yLa TOV KAHEPWUEVO AYLaouo TwV Osopaveiwv
Ja yivel a@poU ocUUTTANPWOETE TNV POPUA TTIOU ECWKAEIETAL
n upmopeite va Bpeite nAsktpovika Kot SNAWOETE OTO
Ipapeio 856-665-1731.

EOPTAXMOZ THZ ATIOBAZINONITAZ: KYPIAKH 7 IANOYAPIOY
Meta tnv Ocsia Asttoupyia tng Kupltakng 7 lavouapiou 2017, Ba
vilvel n teAetn tng komn¢ tng AywoBacthomnitag tng Evoplag pag.
KaBes xpovo mpoodépetal Pacllomta o OAOUC  TOUG
TLOPEVUPLOKOUEVOUC KABWC KoL OTOUC TIPOESPOUC TWV OPYAVWOEWVY
¢ EkkAnolag. Emiong, kaBes xpovo aut) TNV nuépaq,
OUYKEVTPWVOUHE £va XPNHOTIKO TIOOO0 WG «TPWTOXPOVLATIKO
Swpo» yla ta matdia tou Opdavotpodeiou tou Ay. Bactleiou oto
Garrison tn¢ N.YopkKNG.

NEA THZ QINONTOXOY AAEADOTHTOZ «ArllA EIPHNH»

EKZITPATEIA «ENA ZEXTO NAATO» -AEK. 2017 & IAN. 2018

H OWwontwyog AdeAdpotnta n «Ayia Ewprivn» Bo ouAAéyel
Kawoupla N eAadpws UETAXELPLOUEVA TTOATA Yyl Tty Opyavwon
«Eva Zeotd MaAto» Kal pumopoupe oAotl va Ponbnooupe! H un-
kepdookomiky auty Opyavwon epyaletal yla va TOPEXEL Eval
{€0TO MOATO O€ OTMOLOSNTIOTE ATOUO €XEL AvAyKn. Ta TMOATA TTOU
Ba culé€oupe Ba SlavepnBoulv edw OTNV TOTILKA KA KOWOTNTA,
O€ OTMOLOVONTOTE €£XeL avaykn, Xxwplc xpewon, OSakploelg n
unoxpéwon. Mrmopeite va pag Ponbrnoste va SlLadwooUpE
leotaola! NMeploootepeg mAnpodopieg tnv epxopevn eBdouada.

ZHMEIQIATE TiZ TAPAKATQ HMEPOMHNIES - EKAHAQZEIS:

~ HMEPA TNQPIMIAZ KAI EFTTPAOQN NEQN MEAQN —-KYPIAKH 7
IANOYAPIOY 2018. Meta tnv Osla Asttoupylo Kal Kotd Tn
SLApPKELO TNG WPOC TOU KOPE Ba EXETE TNV EUKALPLA VO YWWPLOETE
TL poodépel n DNotwyog AdeAddtnTa Kot yati Ba mpémet va
yilvete pélog og auto Tov pLAavBpwTikd okomo THMEPA!

~ EKAHAQZH “OPA-CIZE” — 2 ®EBPOYAPIOY 2018, 7 MM
EAANVIKO MoAwtiotikd Kévtpo « AANIEAAA KOYIOYAH». EAdte va
MePAOETE pla guxaplotn, dtaokedaotikn Kal afexaotn EAAnvKA
Bpadia....OMA! Eival pla sukalpia va Bonbnoete tnv OAOTTWYO
HE TNV Kapdld oag koBwg Ba sfaokeite tnv kapbid IAZ! S20
Eloodog- Ta €o0oba Ba Bonbricouv tnv OOTTWYXO Vo KAAUPEL
Sladopeg PLAaVOPWTIKEG UTIOXPEWOELS. (AlaBéToupe ATopo va
anaocyxoAnoet ta maldld oag).

~ TEYMA TIA THN HMEPA NPQTEPTATQN- KYPIAKH 25 ®EBP.,
2018. 1o EAANVIKO MoAttiotiko Kévtpo « AANIEAAA KOYZOYAH»
otn 1 MY, O0G TEPLUEVOUUE VO TIEPACOUME €va EUXAPLOTO
omOyeLUMa PE YeEUMQ, wpala culAtnon, Kol va amoAaUCOUUE TNV
napouciaocn tng EAAnvo-apepikavidag ouyypadéa ARunTpog
ToaBapn- Aukoupglou.




FOOD DRIVE APPEAL

We collect non-perishable items for the Cherry Hill Food
Pantry, the non-profit organization that serves 850 families
in the area. Please consider donating some food items and
help people in need. You can drop off all items in the boxes
marked: FOOD DRIVE, located at the entrance of the “Balis
Educational Building” & the “Danielle Kousoulis Greek
Cultural Center”.

201 8SIGHTS & SOUNDS REGISTRATION FIRST MEETING
Sights and sounds "Kick off" meeting on Saturday, January 6
at 12 noon. Lunch will be served.

NEXT H.O.P.E. MEETING - FRIDAY JANUARY 5, 2018
St. Thomas H.O.P.E. (Holy Orthodox Primary Education)
welcomes all children in Pre-K to 2nd grade to participate in
our next meeting on Friday January 5th, 2018 from 7pm-
9pm in the St. Irene Hall. We will be celebrating the New
Year and the Theophany of Our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. The evening’s activities will include religious
education, a reading of the children’s book The Lucky Cake

by Anna Prokos, and cutting of the Vasilopita. As a
reminder, registration is still open. Please email
SaintThomas HOPE@gmail.com for further info or

RSVP. We HOPE to see you!

SAVE THE DATE :

ST. THOMAS GREEK SCHOOL ANNUAL DANCE: JAN. 20
The St. Thomas Hellenic School P.T.O. will be holding its
24th Annual Dinner Dance, on Saturday, January 20, 2018 at
6:00 pm at the “Danielle Kousoulis” Greek Cultural Center.
The theme is “A night in the village!”. Tickets:Hellenic School
students will be complimentary. Adults $50.00 donation,
children up to 12 years $20.00, ages 13-21 years $35.00.
Tickets at the door: $55.00. For reservations contact:
Karoline Kokolis at 856-979-5296. Tickets will be sold on 1/8,
1/11 and 1/18 during Greek School.

METROPOLIS CELEBRATION OF GREEK LETTERS: JAN. 28
The Metropolis Greek Letters Celebration 2018 will be held
here at Saint Thomas on Sunday, January 28, 2018, at 4 pm.
Limited numbers of free admission tickets.

EKKAHZH AQPEAZ TPODIMQN

JuMéyoupe tpodLua, Ta omoia Ba mpoodpepBolv otnv AmoBnkn
Tpodipwv Tou Togppu XIAA, TNV 1N KEPSOOKOTILKI) OpYyAVWON TTOU
gfuntnpetel 850 olKOYEVELEG OTNV Teploxn MaG. Mmopoupe OAotl
MOG va Owprnooupe HeEPLKA TPpOdlua Kal va PonBrnooupe
avBpwroug ou €xouv avaykn. Mmopeite va to TomoBeTnoste
ota el8lkA Koutld Tou Pplokovtal otnv e€icodo Tou XXOALKOU
Ktiplou kat tou EAAnvikoU [MoAwtotikoU Kévtpou «AANIEAA
KOYZOYAH».

1" SYNANTHZH KAI EFTTPAQEZ lA TO “SIGHTS & SOUNDS 2018”
Oa mpaypatonoinBei to 2aBBato 6 lavovapiov 2018, otig 12 to
peonuépL. MpookaAoUpe OAa ta maldid mou emiBupolv va
AdPouv pépog og autn TV ekdnAwan.

2YNANTHZH NEOAAIAX HOPE: NAPAZKEYH 5 IAN. 2018

H uwpn NeoAaio HOPE kaAwoopilel oAa ta maldid nAkiog amnod
TIPOVATILO £WG SEUTEPQ, VO CUUETAOYXOUV OTNV TPWTN CUVAVTNON
yla T véa xpovia tnv Napaokeun 5 lavouapiov 2018 anod 7 €wg 9
to Bpadu, otnv AlBouoa tng Ayiag Elprivng. Oa yloptacoupe podll
TNV MpwToXpovLd Kal Ta Osodavela tou Kupilou pag. Emiong, Ba
OKOUOOUUE Lo wpoia ekmaldeuTikn otopla Kal 8o KOPouue TV
Baowonuita. Mmnopeite kat twpa va ypapete to naidi oag! Iteihte
email oto SaintThomasHOPE@gmail.com yla mAnpodopieg Kkal
gyypadec. EAniCoupe va ocag Solpe 6Aoug!

ETHZIA XOPOEZMEPIAA IYAAOIOY TONEQN EAAHNIKOY
IXOAEIOQY ATIOY OQMA: ZABBATO 20 IAN. 2018
MpookalAelote otnv 24n etnola xopoeomepida tou JuAAOyou
fovéwv EAAnVikoU 3IXxoAeiou Ayiou Owua, to aBBato 20
lavouapiov 2018, otig 6 To amoysupa, oto EAANVIKO MOALTLOTIKO
Kévtpo «AANIEAAA KOYZOYAH» pe Bfépa «Mwa Bpadld oto
Xwptd!». Ewowiplo $50.00 ya peydhoug kot $35.00 yior nALkieg
13-21. Madd éwg 12 etwv $20.00. Eicobdog Swpedv yla Toug
paBntég tou XxoAeiou. Mo kpatnoelg tnAedpwvnote: Kik KokoAn
856-979-5296. Eniong, swowtipla Ba Stavepovtal ot 1/8, 1/11

Kot 1/18 katd tn Stdpkela tou eEAAnVIKOU IxoAeiou.

EOPTAXMOZ EAAHNIKQON TPAMMATQN - KYPIAKH 28 IAN.
O Eoptacuog twv Tpwwv lepapyxwv tng lepdg MntpomoAews pag
Ba npaypatonolnBet otnv Evopia pag tnv Kuplakn 28 lavouapiou
2018, otic 4 p. YIIAPXEL TIEPLOPLOUEVOG OPLOUOG ELOLTNPLWV.

POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS

®

®

®

®

®

IN LOVING MEMORY OF/EIZ MNHMH:
4+ Olympia & Harry Gotzis, Olympia & Emmanuel Galanos, Sophie & John Caglage, Helen & Michael Bozakis, Nicholas
Bozakis , Antigone Gotzis, Josephine Monico, Homer & Selma Economos by Thomas & Lola Gotzis
% George Th. Horiates and Grandparents by Jerry & Angeliki Kappatos
+* Beloved deceased by George & Katina Zorbalas
IN HONOR OF/ YMNEP YTEIAZ:
% George & Katina Zorbalas family
%+ Spiros & Klio Kokolis family

STEWARDSHIP 2018

We would like to thank all of our Parishioners
who have already fulfilled the 2017 Stewardship
commitment. For those who haven’t completed
their pledge, this is a final call to complete their
2017 Stewardship and/or to increase the
amount initially pledged. And so “HAPPY NEW
YEAR!!!” Now is the time to provide your 2018
pledge, filled with all of the joy of the new year.

Your church needs the assistance of all the
people of our Parish, as we continue to serve
and expand our ministries. Please contact the
Church office, see the Parish Council in the
Narthex or simply  visit: www.goc-
stthomas.com to complete your pledge.

XYNEIX®POPA 2018

Evxapiotovpe o6Aovg touvg Evopiteg pag, Tov
ekTA)pwoav ™v EOglovoia Owkovouikl) uvels-
@opa& Tovg ywx to 2017 Kot avapévouvpe 6oovg
akoun 8ev £(0UVV TAKTOTIOU)GEL TNV UTOXPEWGT)
TOUG. AVTEC TIC TMUEPEC EVYOMNOTE «KAAN
xpovid!!!» kat péoca ¢’ aUTO TO £0PTAGTIKO KALLQ
oca¢ TapoakaioVue va OokKe@Oeite ocofapa TV
OLKOVOMLKT ZUVELo@Oop& Yix To 2018.

Me oAV aydm) avapéVOUE TNV OLKOVOULKT] 0OG
Bonfsila KoL VIO TN PLEY, OTIWG TIAVTOTE KL EKAVE
Tov Ay Owpa pla svvaty kot J{wvtavi
EAANvop0068oEn Kowdtnta. Ta TAnpo@opisg
emkowvwvnote pe to Evoplako pag Fpageio, pe ta
MEAT TOU ZURBOVALIOV 1] HEG® TNG LOTOGEALS UG pag
0T0: www.goc-stthomas.com.

SUNDAY, DECEMPER 24, 2017
STEWARDSHIP COLLECTION: $ 6,005
TRAY COLLECTION: $ 694

CANDLE COLLECTION: $ 1,090




The Orthodox Tradition of the Vasilopita

One of the most beautiful and inspirational traditions of the Greek Orthodox
Church is the annual family celebration of the Vasilopita. This original event which
happened in Cappadocia of Caesarea in the last half of the fourth century is very
much alive in our Orthodox homes each year.

The Greek word “Vasilopita” is directly translated as “Sweet Bread of Basil”.
When the Vasilopita is prepared, a coin is baked into the ingredients. Sweet
flavoring is added to the bread which symbolizes the sweetness and joy of life
everlasting. It also symbolizes the hope that the New Year will be filled with the
sweetness of life, liberty, health, and happiness for all who participate in the
Vasilopita Observance.

When the observance begins, usually on New Year’s Day, the bread is
traditionally cut by the senior member of the family, and the individual who
receives the portion of the Pita which contains the coin is considered Blessed for
the New Year.

The tradition of baking and cutting Vasilopita each year on January 1stis
observed in honor of our Holy Father Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia. This tradition is
observed in both churches and in the homes of the Orthodox Christian faithful. What is the meaning or this
tradition and how did it begin? For centuries upon centuries parents, grandparents and godparents have related
the following pious story to Orthodox children about Saint Basil and the Vasilopita.

One year, during a time of terrible famine, the Emperor levied a sinfully excessive tax upon the people of
Caesarea. The tax was such a heavy burden upon the already impoverished people that to avoid debtor's prison
each family had to relinquish its few remaining coins as well as .
pieces of jewelry, including precious family heirlooms. Learning of
this injustice against his flock, Saint Basil the Great, the Archbishop
of Ceasarea, took up his bishop's staff and the book of the Holy
Gospels, and also the gold coins and jewelry from the people of the
city and came to his people's defense by fearlessly calling the
Emperor to repentance. By God's grace, the city was saved!

But now Saint Basil was faced with the daunting and
impossible task of returning these gold coins and pieces of jewelry
to their rightful owners. After praying for a long time before the
icons of our Lord Jesus Christ and His All-Holy Mother (Theotokos),
Saint Basil had all the treasures baked into one huge "pita" or
"bread." He then called all the townspeople to prayer at the
cathedral and after Divine Liturgy he blessed and cut the "pita", giving a piece to each person. Miraculously each
owner received in his piece of Vasilopita his own valuable. They all joyfully returned home, giving thanks to God
who had delivered them from abject poverty and to their good and holy bishop, Saint Basil the Great.

In remembrance of that miracle wrought by God as a result of Saint Basil's prayers, love and defense of his
people, Orthodox Christians have observed the tradition of the Vasilopita each year on January 1st-the date on
which Saint Basil reposed in the Lord in the year 379 A.D. The Vasilopita is a beautiful tradition, and a custom which
should not be neglected by Greek Orthodox Christians. It is such a wonderful way to begin each New Year.

H OpBoooén Baosiionito

'EOo améAvTa cuvdedepévo pe TV yoptn ™S [pwtoxpovidg,
N BaocWomita, ovykevipwvel YUOpw NG, OLKOYEVELEG, TAPEES,
OULVASEAPOUG AKOUN KAl AYVWOTOUG TOU OVTUHAAGCOUV EUXEG KOL...
«KLVNYAVE» TNV TUXT TOU QAOVUPLOY. AUETPNTES OL GUVTAYEG, TTIOAAEG OL
TAPAAAAYEG Kl AAAEG TOOEG OL EVXEG TIOU KAVEL 0 KABEVAG amd eUAS
TNV OTLyW] TOU O VOLKOKUPNG TOU oTiTov TNV KoPel. [Mwg Ouwg
Eekivnoe autod To €010;

Toppwva pe TNV mapadoon, 6tav o Méyag Baoidelog ntav
emiokomog otn Kaloapeia g Mikpag Aclag, o €mapyog TG TEPLOXNS
0éAnoe va umel otnv MOAN Kot va v AenAatioel Ilapd Tig
SaBefalwoelg Tou ayiov OTL 0L KATOLKOL oAV TWXOL Kal pactiovtav
amo meiva, o 'ETTapy0og EMEUELVE, PE ATTOTEAECUA O GYL0G Bacidelog va
HaCEPeL O T TILOAPT] KAL TA XPUOA TWV KATOKWV TNG TTOAEWS, TIPOKELLEVOL VA aTto@eLXOel 1 Yevikn AenAaoia.
‘Otav o Emapyog aAda&e yvwun, votepa amd Bavpatovpylkn mapéufacn tov ayiov Mepkovpiov kal oTPATIAS
AYYEAWYV, 0 Aylog SLETALE va PTLOXTOVV TITEG KAl LEGH TOUG VA UTIOUV TA TLLOAPT] KAL T XPUOAE KAL VA LOLPAGTOVV
0ToVG Katoikovg. Katd Bavpatovupylko tpoto, Kabe KaTolkos Aafe péoa otV Tita Tov TapéAafe, Ta KOOUNUATA
oV eixe Swoel Yl va cwBel ) ToOAN!

Ot Suvatol cupBoAlopol iow amd v kiviion avTn Tov Meydiov Bacideiov, petétpePav v W6€a o€ €010
IOV emMavaAapufavoupe kabe xpovo TN NuéEpa TG yYoptns touv v 1n lavovapiov. H BaclAdmita Katd 1o EAANVIKO
€010 KOPETAL OE OLKOYEVELAKT] OUYKEVTPWON AUECWS UE TOV EPXOUO TOL VEOL £TouG. 'ETol otig 12 akplfws ta
UEGAVUYTA UE TNV XAAXYT] TOU £TOVUG GBNVOUV TA PWTA KAL LETA £V AETITO EavavaBouv EUXOUEVOL KOL XVTEUXOUEVOL
OA0L «XPOVLA TTOAAG» KL KEVTUYLOUEVO TO VEO ETOGN.

Tote mMpookopiletal 1 Baclomita 6to Tpameé(L, KAl 0 VOLKOKUPNG a@OoU TNV 6TAVPWOEL LE TO HOXAIPL TPELS
POPEG apxilel va T KOPEL 0€ TPLYWVIKA KOUUATLX TIPOCQEPOUEVO OE KAOE VA TAPLOTAUEVO PEAOG TNG OLKOYEVELAG 1)
@AWV KAl OLVYYEVWV HE TIPWTO KOUUATL TOU omitov (1] tou Xplotov ¢ Mavayiag kat tov An Baociin), tou
OTILTOVOLKOKUPT), KOL TWV AAAWV TIAPLOTAUEVWY KATA TAEN CUYYEVELAG KL NALKIA .
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